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Memoirs of the late Rev. Wi11aM 
Jones, of Nayland : extracted from 
‘his Life by Witu1am Stevens, Esq. 


Tue Rev. William Jones, Rector 
of Paston, in Northamptonshire, and 
Curate of Nayland, in Suffolk, was 
born at Lowick, in Northamptonshire, 
on the 30th of July, in the year 1726. 
His father was Morgan Jones, a Welsh 
gentleman, a descendant of Colonel 
Jones (but of principles very different 
from those of his ancestor), who mar- 
ried a sister of the usurper, and is 
mentioned in Noble’s History of the 
House of Cromwell. Morgan Jones 
married Sarah, the daughter of Mr. 
George Lettin, of Lowick, by whom he 
had this son. As the angel said to 
Zacharias concerning the Baptist, 
“thou shalt have joy and gladness, 
and many shall rejoice at his birth ;” 
so might it have been said to these 
happy parents concerning their son. 
* fie was indeed a burning and a shin- 
ing light, and we rejoiced for a sea- 
son in his light.” : 

He was remarkable from his child- 
hood for unwearied industry and in- 

enium versatile. Like the judicious 
Hooker, “ when a school boy, he was 
an early questionist, Why this was, 
and that was not, to be remembered; 
why this was granted, and that was 
denied.” As soon as he was of the 
proper age, he was admitted, on the 
nomination of the Duke of Dorset, a 
seholar at the Charterhouse, where he 
made a rapid progress in Greek and 
Latin, and laid the foundation of that 
knowledge, which has since been such 
a blessing tothe Christian world. It 
is reported, that even while a lad, he 
so abhorred the sin of rebellion, and 
so dreaded the judgment of God upon 
it, that he used to say his family, he 
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feared, would never prosper in the 
world for the iniquity of his ancestor, 
who had been a principal in the mur- 
der of the royal martyr; but God vi- 
siteth the sins of the fathers upon the 
children unto the third and fourth ge- 
neration of them (only) that hate 
him, not of them that love him and 
keep his commandments; and he,had 
learned betimes to “ fear God and ho- 
nour the King.” His turn for philo- 
sophical studies soon began to show 
itself; for meeting, when at the Char- 
terhouse, with Zachary Williams (the 
father of Dr. Johnson’s Mrs, Wil- 
liams), author of a Magnetical Theory, 
which is now lost, he copied some of 
his tables and calculations, was shown 
the internal construction of his instru- 
ment for finding the variation of the 
compass in all parts of the world, and 
saw all the diagrams whereby his 
whole theory was demonstrated and 
explained. Here he commenced an 
acquaintance with Mr. Jenkinson, now 
Earl of Liverpoel, who was his chum, 
which acquaintance was farther cul. 
tivated at the University, where they 
were of the same College, and it con- 
tinued to the last. ir different 
pursuits leading them different ways 
in their journey through life, they did 
not often meet, but they ever retained 
a great regard for each other, and 
the humble country parson occasion- 
ally experienced marks of friendship 
from the elevated statesman. 

At about eighteen years of age, he 
left the school and went to University 
College, Oxford, on a Charterhouse 
exhibition. There he pursued the 
usual course of study with unremit- 
ted diligence, till falling in with some 
gentlemen, who, having read Mr, 
Hutchinson’s writings, were inclined 
to favour his opinions in theolegy and 
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philosophy, he was induced to exa- 
mine them himself, and found no rea- 
son to repent his labour. Among the 
several companions of his new studies, 
whom he loved and respected, there 
was no one dearer to him than the 
author of An Apology for certain Gen- 
tlemen in the University of Oxford.* 
Between them “there was a sacred 
friendship; a friendship made up of 
religious principles, which increased 
daily by a similitude of inclinations to 
the same recreations and studies; a 
friendship elemented in youth, and in 
ah University, free from self ends, 
which the friendships of age usually are 
not. In this sweet, this blessed, this 
spiritual amity they went on for many 
years. Andasthe holy prophet saith, 
so they took sweet counsel together, 
and walked in the house of God as 
friends. By. which means they im- 
proved it to such a degree of amity 
as bordered upon heaven; a friend- 
ship so sacred, that when it ended in 
this world it began th the next, where 
it shall have no end. 

Having taken the degree of Bache- 
lor of Arts, in 1749, he was ordained 
a Deacon by the Bishop of Peterbo- 
rough, and, in 1751, he was ordained 
a Priest by the Bishop of Lincoln, at 
Buckden. On leaving the University, 
his first situation was that of Curate, 
at Finedon, in Northamptonshire. 

In 4754, he married Elizabeth, 
daughter of the Reverend Nathaniel 
Bridges, and went to resic> at Wa- 
dénho, in Northamptonshire, as Cu- 
rate to his brother-in-law, the Rev. 
Brook Bridges, a gentleman of sound 
learhing, singular piety, and amiable 
manners. She was an help meet for 
him, and might have sat for the pic- 
ture drawn by Bishop Horne, as ex- 
tracted from the 3ist chapter of Pro- 
verbs, in his sermon on the female 
character; the very reverse of Mrs. 
Churcliman’s daughter, who fell te the 
lot of Richard Hooker, whose condi- 
tions, as honest Izaak Walton ob- 
serves in the life, were similar to that 
wife’s, which is by Solgmon compared 
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* Mr. Horne, afterwards President of 
Magdalen College, Oxford, and Bishop of 
Norwich. 
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to a dripping-house. Like Zacharias 
and Elizabeth, this happy couple 
“ were righteous before God, walking 
in all the commandments and ordi- 
nances of the Lord blameless,” he, in 
the care of the parish, writing as 
nearly as the difference of the times 
would admit, after the copy given by 
the divine Herbert in the country 
arson, and she, co-operating with 
fim in all his designs for the good of 
the people committed to his charge. 
Here he drew up The Catholic 
Doctrine of the Trinity, which he had 
kept in his thoughts for some years, 
and to which he had paid a particular 
attention as often as the Scriptures of 
the Old or New Testament were be- 
fore him. It is an invaluable work, 
and admirably calculated to stop the 
mouths of gainsayers ; “ which com- 
pareth spiritual things with spiritual,” 
and maketh the Scripture its own in- 
terpreter. To the third edition, in 
1767, was added, A Letter to the Com- 
mon People, in Answer to some popu- 
lar Arguments against the Trinity. 
The Society for promoting Christian 
Knowledge have since laudably ad- 
mitted it into their list of books, and 


from the general distribution of it,., 


there can be-no doubt of its producing 
great and good effects. 

And here it was he engaged in a 
work he had much at heart, for which 
he was eminently qualified, as the 
event proved; and which some of his 
friends had at heart likewise, whe 
subscribed among them 3001. per an- 
num for three years (in which neh 
ber was the present worthy Dean of 
Hereford, now Master, but then only 
Fellow of University College, who 


most generously put his name dowr 


for 501. per ann.) to enable him to | 


supply himself with ar apparatus suf- 
ficient for the purpose of making the 
experiments necessary to his eompos- 
ing a Treatise on Philosophy. la 
1762, he published An Essay on the 
First Principles of Natural Philoso- 


phy, in quarto, the design of which | 


was to demonstrate the use of natural 
means or second causes in the econo- 
my of the material world, from rea- 
son, experiments, and the testimony 
of antiqnity; and, in 178%, he pub- 
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lished a larger work in quarto, under 
the title of Physiological Disquisi- 
tions, or Discourses on the Natural 
Philosophy of the Elements. As it 
was ever his study to make philosophy 
the handmaid of religion, he has in 
this work embraced every opportunity 
of turning natural knowledge to the il- 
lustration of Divine truth, and the ad- 
vancement of virtue. When the first 
volume was published, the late Earl 
of Bute, whom ene may now, without 
offence, it is presumed, style the patron 
of learning and of learned men, was 
so satisfied with it, that he desired the 
author not to he intimidated, through 
fear of expense, from pursuing his 
philosophical studies, but to direct Mr. 
Adams, the mathematical instrument 
maker, to supply him with such instru- 
ments as he might want for making 
experiments, and put them to his ac- 
count; and he also handsomely offer- 
ed him the use of any books for which 
he might have occasion. 

One thing that made a great im- 
pression on Mr. Jones at the time 
was, that it being agreed between 
them, that there was no pleasure like 
that of a studious life, his lordship 
observed, there was a time when he 
made himself a teacher to his chil- 
dren, and followed his studies in the 
xetirment of a remote situation in 
the north. The day was then too 
short; but since he came forward into 
public life and public business, he had 
scarcely known one hour of enjoy- 
ment. If his lordship, who was at 
the top of the world, found so much 
dissatisfaction, what reason have I 
{thought Mr. Jones) who am at the 
bottom of it, to complain that life is 
troublesome and favour unceriain ? 

It is said, that “* no one remember- 
ed the poor wise man who saved the 
city ;” but the author of the Catholic 
Doctrine of the Trinity, who did such 
eminent service to the Church and 
city of God, was not forgotten; he 
was remembered by Archbishop Seck- 
er, who presented him, first to the Vi- 
carage of Bethersden, in Kent, in the 
year 1764, and soon after to the more 
valuable Rectory of Pluckley in the 
same county, as some reward for his 


able defence of Christian Orthodoxy. 
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Accordingly he took his wife and his 
two children, and all his substance, 
which was not much, (my Master 
Jones, said an old servant of his, minds 
money no more than the dirt in the 
street) and went to the place which the 
providence of God had allotted for him. 
The income he derived from his living 
not being equal to what he expected, 
it was thought expedient by his friends 
that he should eke out his slender pit- 
tance by taking a few pupils. And a 
happy thought it was for those who 
were to have the benefit of his instruc- 
tion ; for of no man could it be more 
truly said, “ By a constant unwearied 
diligence he attained unto a perfec- 
tion in all the learned languages ; by 
the help of which, and his unremitted 
studies, he had made the subtilty of 
all the arts easy and familiar to him- 
self. So that by these, added to his 
great reason, and his industry added 
to both, he did not only know more of 
causes and effects, but what he knew, 
he knew better than other men. And 
with this knowledge he had a most 
blessed and clear method of demon- 
strating what he knew, to the great ad- 
vantage of all his pupils.” 
Usus et impigre simul experientia mentis 
Paullatim docuit pedetentim progredientes. 
Luer. lL. v. 1451, 
Of the same sentiment is Bishop 
Horsley, who making mention of Mr. 
Jones in the seasonable Charge to his 
Clergy in the year 1800, says, “ Of 
that faithful servant of God, I can 
speak both from personal knowledge 
and from his writings, He was a man 
of quick penetration, of extensive 
learning, and the soundest piety. And 


he had beyond any other man Lever - 


knew, the talent of writing upon the 
deepest subjects to the plainest under- 
standing.” As he had undertaken the 
tuition of two young gentlemen when 
he was at Bethersden, he continued 
the practice after he removed to Pluck- 
ley. 

In 1766, he preached the Visitation 
Sermon before Archbishop Secker, at 
Ashford, greatly to the satisfaction of 
his grace and the whole audience. It 
was not printed at the time; but in 
the year 1769, the substance of it was 
published in the form of A Letter toa 
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young Gentleman at Oxford, intended 
for Holy Orders, containing sume sea- 
sonable Cautions against Errors in 
Doctrine; and it may be read to great 
advantage by every candidate for the 
sacred profession. 

On the publication of a work, en- 
titled The Confessional, an artful libel 
on Creeds, Confessions, Articles of 
Faith, &c. the Archbishop considered 
Mr. Jones as a proper person to write 
an auswer to it; and accordingly he 
drew tp some remarks on it; but he 
had then neither health nor leisure to 
fit them for the press. This he was 
the less uneasy about, as the argu- 
ment was undertaken by others, of 
whose learning and experience he had 
a better opinion than of his own; and 
a full confutation of the work was 
published in three letters addressed 
to its author, written by the judicious 
hand of Dr. Glocester Ridley. But a 
new edition being called for of the 
Answer to an Essay on Spirit, Mr. 
Jones thought it advisable to add, by 
way of sequel, the Remarks he had 
originally drawn up on the principles 
and spirit of the Confessional ; not as 
supposing they had not been fairly and 
fully refuted in the three letters, but 
as they were in smaller compass, 
thinking that they might better suit 
the taste of some readers ; and in1770 
they were published. 

In 1773, Mr. Jones collected to- 
vether into a volume, Disquisitions on 
some select subjects of Scripture, 
which had heen before printed in sepa- 
‘rate tracts, all in the highest degree 
instructive and edifying. 

In 1776, under the character ofa 
PrespyTer of the Cuurcn of ENctanp, 
he published, in a Letter to a Friend 
at Oxford, which was printed in the 
Scholar Armed, Reflections on the 
Growth of Heathenism among mo- 
dern Christians. 

During his residence at Pluckley, 
which was upwards of twelve years, 
he carried on his philosophical work 
with his usual ardour; he taught his 
pupils learning by instruction, and 
virtue by example: ‘and in his atten- 
tion to the flock, of which he was 
overseer, pursuing the plan he had 
adopted at Wadenho, he was a watch- 
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ful shepherd; “in the day the drought 
consumed him, and the frost by night, 
and sleep departed from his eyes.” 

But “man contiuueth not in one 
stay.” The good Rector was induced 
to remove from Pluckley, and, ac- 
cepting the perpetual Curacy of Nay- 
land, in Suffolk, he went thither to 
reside with his family. Soon after he 
effected an exchange of Pluckley for 
Paston, in Northamptonshire, which 
he visited annually ; but he set up his 
staff at Nayland for the remainder of 
his days, not being “ led into tempta- 
tion” ever to quit that post by any fu- 
ture offer of preferment. 

The figurative language of the 
Holy Scripure having been always his 
favourite study; after revolving the 
subject in his mind for many years, he 
drew up a course of Lectures, which 
were delivered at the parish Church 
of Nayland, in Suffolk, in the year 
1786; and, that they might not be con- 
fined to a corner, but that “ other ci- 
ties also” might have the benefit of 
them, in the year following they were 
published for the edification of the 
Christian Church at large. The mode 
of interpretation here pursued, is 
what Christians knew and taught 
above a thousand years ago; yet ap- 
prehensive that it might seem to be 
“ bringing many strange things to the 
ears of some people” in these days, he 
has been particularly careful to have 
the sanction of Scripture itself for 
every explanation he has adopted, that 
he might be able to say, “ thus it is 
written.” To complete his plan, he 
had a supplemental discourse in re- 
serve; which, knowing how “ unskil- 
ful some are in the word of righteous- 
ness, having need of milk and not of 
strong meat,” he did not print till se- 
veral years after, and then with a de- 
sire that it should fall into the hands 
of those only who were prepared, by 
what they had already seen in the other 
Lectures, to give it due consideration. 
The reflection naturally suggested to 
the mind on reading this volume, is, 
that as the author was diligent in all 
“ other branches of learning, so he 
seemed restless in searching the scope 
and intention of God’s Spirit revealed 
to mankind in the Scriptures. For 
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the understanding of which, he seemed 
to be assisted by the same Spirit with 
which they’ were written; he that 
regardeth truth in the inward parts, 
making him to understand wisdom 
secretly.” 

Music was the delight of his soul, 
and he was a master of it. He under- 
stood both theory and practice. His 
treatise on the art of music is reckon- 
ed to display a profound knowledge of 
the subject, and his Compositions, a 
morning and evening Cathedral ser- 
vice, ten Church pieces for the organ, 
with four anthems im score for the 
use of the Church of Nayland, are 
greatly admired, as of the old school, 
in the true classical style.* His in- 
struments were all tuned to the glory 
of God, “ to sing praises to his name, 
to tell of his loving kindness early in 
the morning, and of his truth in the 
night -season.” And herein he was 
gratified at Nayland to the desire of 
his heart. ‘The Church, which is an 
elegant Gothic building, wanted no- 
thing, he thought, but an. organ, to 
make it complete for worshipping 
God in the beauty of holiness. By 
the concurrent assistance of some 
good friends, who were ever ready to 
promote his laudable designs, it was 
accomplished ; he was indulged in his 
pious wish; and in the holy services of 
the Church, he “ rejoiced at the sound 
of the organ.” In a Sermon on the 
nature and excellence of music, 
preached at the opening of the new 
organ, in 1787, he observes, “ When 
we consider the performance of sa- 
cred music as a duty, much is to be 
learned from it. If music isa gift of 
God to us for our good, it ought to 
be used as such for the improvement 
of the understanding, and the advance- 
ment of devotion. All our Church 
music tends to keep up our acquaint- 
ance with the Psalms, those divine 


— 





* It is the opinion of many eminent per- 
sons, well qualified to decide on the sub- 
ject, that in the whole history of English 
Psalmody nothing has been produced su- 
perior to Mr. Jones’s Composition, in four 
parts, which he adapted to the second 
metre of the 23d psalm (old version) and 
which, after the name of his favourjte 
Saint, he called St. Stephen’s tune. 
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,; compositions, of which none ean feel 


‘the sense, as music makes them fee] 
‘it, without being edified. The sacred 


harp of David will still have the effect 
it once had upon Saul; it will quiet 
the disorders of the mind, and drive 
away the enemies of our peace.” 

“ Suffer little children to come 
unto me (says the compassionate Sa- 
viour of mankind) and forbid them 
not.” Afer the example of his bles- 
sed Master, the minister of Nayland 
was ever anxious to receive little 
children under his care, and “ train 
them up in the way wherein they 
should go.” He well knew how to 
adapt his instructions to the under- 
standing of his young disciples, and 
took peculiar pleasure in the exercise 
of this branch of his pastoral office, 
—< Feed my lambs.”—He taught 
them privately at his own house, and 
publicly in the Church; and his cate- 
chetical lectures, which were plain, 
and adapted to the capacities of the 
children, were admirably calculated 
for the edification of those of riper 
years. And whereas didactic dis- 
courses are for the most part dry and. 
tedious, he had the successful art of 
engaging attention by making them 
animated and interesting. Having 
been long persuaded of the great im- 
portance of uniformity in worship 
amongst Christians, and having ob- 
served the many evil consequences 
of nonconformity, he was particularly 
careful to instruct his young pupils 
in the nature of the Church, end con 
vince them betimes of the heinous- 
ness of the sin of schism. In the 
preface to his Essay on the Church, 
printed in 1787, and since admitted, 
on the motion of Bishop Horsley, 
(than whom no man could better 
estimate its merits and its usefulness) 
at a meeting of the Society for pro- 
moting Christian Knowledge, into 
their list of books, he says, he was 
led to the subject by the accident of 
his being at that time the only Sun- 
day schoolmaster in the place. A 
fortunate accident for the parish and 
the public, that gave rise to so excel- 
lent a treatise! and thcugh there is 
no reason that the minister of the 


parish should himself be the Sunday 
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schoolmaster; it were to be wished 
that all such schools were under his 
inspection and management. For as 
it pleases God, in the course of his 
dispensations, to bring good out of 
evil, so it is the province of the adver- 
sary of mankind to bring evil out of 
good, and there is much cause to ap- 
prehend, that without great circum- 
spection on the part of our governors 
in church and state, the institution of 
Sunday schools, considered at first 
with satisfaction as a step to national 
reformation, will be made subservient 
to the purposes of schism and sedition 
—‘and what was intended for our 
welfare be an occasion of falling.” 
In his little volume, called the Book of 
Nature, this diligent “ instructor of 
babes” teaches them in the most pleas- 
ing and convincing manner, in a new 
language, as it were, by things instead 
of words, to “ know the Scriptures, 
which are able to make them wise 
unto salvation, through faith, which is 
in Christ Jesus 3” and in the Church- 
man’s Catechism, he prepares them 
to keep “ the unitv of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace,” by giving them 
just notions of the Christian Church, 
and instilling into their tender minds 
the necessity of continuing in its com- 
munion for the preservation of that 
charity, which is the end of the com- 
mandment. A doctrine the more ear- 
nestly to be insisted on in these days 
of wild disorder and confusion, when 
schism is accounted no sin, and to 
“hear the church,” no duty. How- 
ever spiritual some may think them- 
selves, in separating from the church, 
or in causing divisions in it, the apos- 
tle declares they are carnal: “ For 
whereas there is among you envying, 
and strife, and divisions, are ye not 
carnal, and walk as men? For while 
one saith, I am of Paul, and another, 
I aim of Apollos, are ye not carnal 2?” 
And let it be remembered, that Satan 
is no less Satan, when “ transformed 
into an angel of light,” than when he 
appears im his own proper character. 
On the question being asked by one 
who had heard of the zeal and dili- 
gence of this good man, what “ profit 
he had of all his labour,” the Curate, 
his worthy successor at Nayland, who 


[No. 3. 


blest the day that first introduced him 
to the acquaintance of Mr. Jones, re- 
plied, “ unuch every way,” for besides 
knowing that “his labour was not in 
vain in the Lord,” he had the comfort 
to find, it was not in vain among his 
parishioners, the good effects of his 
ministry being visible in their lives 
and conversations. At his first coming 
among them, the communicants were 
few, which was matter of grief to 
him; but by exerting himself, both in 
the pulpit and out of it, “ by precept 
upon precept, line upon line, here a 
little and there a little,” he gradually 
effected a reformation, and the Com- 
munion was afterwards well attended. 
Happy shepherd, who can say, at the 
head of his flock, in the great day of ac- 
count, Behold, I and the sheep, whom 
thou hast given me, and not one of 
them is lost through my neglect! 

By the advice of his learned and 
judicious friend, Bishop Horne,Ahen 
become his Diocesan, to whose opi- 


nion he always paid the greatest dep — 


ference, he put forth, in the year 
1790, two volumes of Sermons on 
Moral and Religious Subjects, in 
which were included some capital dis- 
courses on Natural History, delivered 
on Mr. Fairchild’s foundation (the 
Royal Society appointing the preach- 
er) at the Church of St. Leonard, 
Shoreditch, several successive years, 
on Tuesday in Whitsun week. 
(To be continued. ) 
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Martyrdom of the Rev. Juhn Huss. 


Tue celebrated Mr. Jonn Huss, 
martyred at Constance, in Germany, 
July 6, 1415. When he heard the 
sentence of degradation, he kneeled 
down with his eyes lifted towards hea- 
ven, and said, with all the spirit of 
primitive martyrdom, “ May thy in- 
finite mercy, O my God, iperses this 
injustice of my enemies. Thou know- 
est the injustice of this accusation ; 
how deformed with crimes I have 
been represented; how I have been 
oppressed by worthless witnesses, and 
an unjust condemnation; yet, O my 
God, let that mercy of thine which no 
tongue can express, prevail with thee 


not to avenge my wrongs. When he 
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came to the place of execution, he fell 
on his knees, sang portions of psalms, 
looked steadfastly towards heaven, 
and repeated these words, “ Into thy 
hands, O Lord, do I commit my spi- 
rit; thou hast redeemed me, O most 
good and faithful God. Lord Jesus 
Christ, assist and help me, that with 
a firm and patient mind, by thy most 
powerful grace, I may undergo this 
most cruel and ignominious death, to 
which I am condemned for preaching 
the truth of thy most holy Gospel.” 
When the chain was put about him 
at the stake, he said, with a smiling 
countenance, “ My Lord Jesus Christ 
was bound witha harder chain than 


‘ this for my sake; and why should I 


be ashamed of this old rusty one ?” 
When the faggots were piled up to 
his very neck, the Duke of Bavaria 
was officious enough to desire him to 
abjure. ‘“ No,” said Huss, “ I never 
preached any doctrine of an evil ten- 
dency, and what I taught with my 
lips, I now seal with my blood.” He 
said to the executioner, “ Are you 
going to burn a goose? In one century 
you will have a swan you can neither 
roast nor boil.” If he was a pro- 
phet, he must have meant Luther, who 

ad a swan for his arms. The flames 
were then applied to the faggots, when 
the martyr sang a hymn with so loud 
and cheerful a voice, that he was 
heard through the cracklings of the 
combustibles, and the noise of the 
multitude. At last his voice was cut 
short, after he had uttered, “ Jesus 
Christ, thou Son of God, have mercy 
upon me;” and he was consumed in 
@ most miserable manner. The Duke 
of Bavaria ordered the executioner to 
throw the martyr’s clothes into the 
flames; after which his ashes were care- 
fully collected and cast into the Rhine. 


—_—o 
Considerations on the Life and Death 
of St. John the Baptist. 
(Continued from p. 57.) 
Section V. 
Considerations on the Appearance, 
Doctrine, and Baptism of St, John. 

Tue days of St. John’s retirement 
were now ended, and he was to ex- 
change the pleasurea of cuntempla- 
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tion for the far different scenes of an 
active life; to behold, with grief and 
indignation, the sins and follies of 
mankind, the sight ef which must 
needs be more grating and afflicting 
to his righteous soul, than a garment 
of camel’s hair could be to his body ; 
to encounter the opposition of a world 
that would be sure to take arms 
against him, from the moment in 
which he stood forth a preacher of re-. 
pentance and reformation. But ne 
good could be done to others in soli- 
tude, no converts could be made in 
the deserts; and he must therefore 
quit even the most refined and exalt- 
ed of intellectual enjoyments, as every 
minister of Christ should be ready to 
do, when charity dictates an attend- 
ance on the necessities of his fellow- 
creatures. 

Vet let it be observed, that St. 
John was thirty years of age, when 
“the word of God came to him in 
the wilderness,”* and commissioned 
him to enter upon his ministry ; and 
the holy Jesus likewise was of the 
same age, when inaugurated to his 
office by the visible descent of the 
Spirit upon him at his baptism: to 
intimate, perhaps, that neither the 
exigencies of mankind, nor. a con- 
sciousness of abilities for the work, 
can be pleaded as a sufficient warrant 
for a man to run before he is sent, 
and take the sacred office upon him- 
self, without a regular and lawful 
call. The institutions of God are 
not without a reason; and he will not 
be served by the breach of his com- 
mandments. 

The place to which the Baptist first 
repaired, is styled “ the wilderness of 
Judea,”t a country not like the vast 
and uninhabited deserts in which he 
was educated, but one thinly peopled, 
a comparative wilderness, chosen by: 
him on account of its bordering on the 
river. Hither the inhabitants of the 
neighbouring cities and villages pre- 
sently flocked in great numbers, at- 
tracted by the uncommon sanctity of 
the new preacher, who thus came 
forth, on a sudden, from the deserts, 
like one froin another world, without 





* Luke iii. 2. + Matt. iii. 1. Luke iii. 3. 
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any connexions in this, that no attach- 
ment might take him off from the du- 
ties of his high calling, or any way 
impede him in the exercise of it; 
since a man’s worst foes have often 
been those of his own household, and 
the ties of flesh and blood have been 
known to prevail, where tyrants have 
threatened and inflicted tortures with- 
out effect. And as there is nothing 
so directly opposite to the profession 
of a prophet, nothing which so soon or 
so effectually sullies his reputation, as 
a tendency to indulgence and sensu- 
ality ; in him, who was “more than a 
prophet,”* we must expect to find a 
perfect crucifixion of the flesh, with 
its affections and lusts. What went 
ye out in the wilderness to see? A 
man clothed in soft raiment?”t No, 
the very reverse; a man, like his 
predecessor Elijah, coarsely attired ; 
“his raiment of camel’s hair, with a 
leathern girdle about his loins ;” and 
content with the plainest food that na- 
ture could provide for him ; “ his meat 
locusts and wild honey ;”{ a man, 
whose person, habit, and manner of 
life, were themselves a sermon, and 
the best illustration of the doctrine 
he was about to teach; a proper per- 
son to prepare the way for Christ, and 
introduce the law to the Gospel; te 
show men what effect the one ought 
to have upon them, in order to dis- 
pose them for the blessings of the 
other; that mercy might save from 
the wrath which justice had denounc- 
ed, and Jesus comfort those whom 
Moses had caused to mourn. 

The actions of a prophet, who ap- 
pears, like the Baptist, with an extra- 
ordinary mission, though they are not 
to be imitated by us according to the 
letter, may yet convey a morai of 
seneral use. ‘There is no obligation 
upon us to be clothed with camei’s 
hair, and tu eat locusts and wild ho- 
ney, nor are we commanded to ab- 
stain wholly from wine, as St. John 
did, according to the prediction of the 
angel concerning him, delivered at 
the annunciation of his birth, “ He 
shall drink neither wine nor strong 


drink, and shall be filled with the Holy 





* Matt.xi.9. f Ibid. xi. 8 4 Jbid. iti. 4 
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Ghost even from his mother’s womb.”* 
But who doth not here perceive, evi- 
dently marked out, the opposition be- 
tween sensuality and the spirit of ho- 
liness, and the impossibility of their 
dwelling together under the same 
roof? “ Into a malicious soul wisdom 
shall not enter, nor dwell in a body 
that is subject to sin. For the holy 
spirit of discipline will flee deceit, and 
remove from thoughts that are with- 
out understanding, and will not abide 
when unrighteousness cometh in.” 
As, therefore, “ no man can say that 
Jesus is the Lord, but by the Holy 
Ghost,”t who speaks in the Scrip- 
tures, who enlightens our understand- 
ings to interpret them, and who gives 
authority as well as ability to preach 
that great truth revealed in them, 
every minister of Christ, who succeeds 
the Baptist in the blessed work of call- 
ing men to salvation, should mortify 
the lusts of the flesh, that the graces 
of the Spirit may live and grow in 
him. 

By a thorough mortification of the 
flesh, St. John had gained a complete 
victory over the world, which had no- 
thing in it that he wanted. And here- 
in consisted that greatness of his cha- 
racter foretold by the angel; “ He 
shal! be great in the sight of the 
Lord.”§ Eartbly pageantry engages 
not the attention of the spirits above, 
unless it be to pity such as set their 
hearts upon it. ‘They discerned some- 
thing more truly great in the person 
of the Baptist, when he came forth 
from the deserts, than in that of a 
triumphant monarch at the head of 
his victorious army. “ Behold,” saith 
our Lord, “ they that wear soft 
clothing are in kings’ houses ;”||_ look 
for them among the attendants upon 
the princes of this world, and not 
among my servants. ‘They who thirst 
after temporal honours and advant- 
ages, must go where such things are 
to be had. And let them go any 
where, rather than come into the 
cburch with these dispositions. For 
he who would persuade others to de- 
spise the world, while the love of it 





* Luke i. 15. 


t Wisd.i.4. 41Cor. xii.3. 
§ Luke i. 15, 
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appears to direct and govern all his 
own actions, can expect no better suc- 
cess than it may be supposed St. Pe- 
ter would have met with, had he in- 
vited these who stood with him round 
the fire in the high priest’s hall, into 
the service of that Master whom they 
had just before heard him deny. 
“ When thou art converted, strength- 
en thy brethren:”* attempt not to do 
it until then, lest thou not only fall 
into condemnation thyself, but lay a 
stumbling block in the way of the 
weak, and cause the name of God and 
his Gospel to be thus blasphemed 
through thy double-mindedness, while 
thy life is at variance with thy doc- 
trine. He who undertakes to reprove 
the world, must be one whom the 
world cannot reprove. All eyes will 
be upon him; his actions, his words, 
his very gestures and looks will be 
observed and canvassed by his sharp- 
sighted enemies. It will therefore 
behove one, so exposed on all sides, 
to abstain from the least appearance 
of evil, to Btand at the utmost?dis- 
tance from temptation, and to prevent 
even the possibility of a suspicion. 
The axe must be laid to the root, and 
the passions mortified, till the man 
become, in the emphatical language 
of Scripture, “ dead to sin,”+ as a 
corpse is to the delights and concerns 
of life. “ The dead know not any 
thing, neither have they any more a 
portion in any thing that is done un- 
der the sun.” 

Strange, therefore, as St. John’s 
appearance and manner of life might 
at first seem, they were presently ex- 
plained, when he began to preach a 
doctrine harsh and distasteful to flesh 
and blood, as the garment he wore and 
the food om which he subsisted. “ Re- 
pent ye;” that is, Be converted, or 
changed, in heart and mind, in prin- 
ciple and practice, from error to 
truth, from sin to righteousness, from 
the flesh to the Spirit, from the world 
to God; “forthe kingdom of heaven 
is at hand ;”§ a new and heavenly 
kingdom is about to be set up amongst 
you, with new and heavenly laws, un- 





* Luke xxii. 32. + Rom. vi. 2. 
+ Eccles. ix. 5, 6, € Luke iii. 2. 
VoL. UI. 10 
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der a new and heavenly King, the 
promised Messiah; and none but men 
of new and heavenly tempers and dis- 
positions can possibly become the sub- 
jects of it. Lam the person commis- 
sioned to prepare you for your happy 
change, by calling you to repentance, 
and to my baptism, which is “the 
baptism of repentance, for the remis- 
sion of sins,”* through faith in him 
“who cometh after me,” to confer 
pardon and forgiveness. I am the 
messenger foretold by Malachi and 
Isaiah, sent in this manner to pre- 
pare the way for him who is your 
King, your Lord, and your God, now 
ready to be revealed as the Saviour of 
men. “Repent ye, for the kingdom 
of heaven is at hand.” Thusdid St. 
John lay the foundations of the evan- 
gelical edifice in mortification and 
self-denial ; nor did his blessed Master 
afterward propose the glories of a 
crown to any but those who should be 
ready to take up their cross in the 
way to them. 
The appearance of sanctity, put on 
by every impostor, is a proof of the in- 
uence which it hath, when genuin& 
and unaffected, over the minds of men. 
The preacher will always be attended, 
who conforms to his own doctrine, and 
exemplifies it in his life, be that doc- 
trine evér so rigid. No sooner was it. 
known that John, the son of Zacha- 
rias, was come forth from the deserts, 
and had began to preach, but “ there 
went out unto him Jerusalem, and all 
Judea, and all the region round about 
Jordan, and were baptized of him‘in 
Jordan, confessing their sins."+ The 
discourses of the Baptist were sharp 
and piercing as lancets. He applied 
them home to the human heart, swol- 
len: with pride, and full of iniquity. 
And, indeed, much anxiety and wretch- 
edness might be relieved, much de- 
spair and suicide might be prevented 
among us of this land, if the members 
of our church would but follow her di- 
rection, and as often as their minds 
were oppressed, and they could not 
quiet their own consciences, go “to 
some discreet and learned minister of 
God’s word, and open their grief, that 





* boke i. 3. + Matt. ilies, 6. 
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they might receive the benifit of abso- 
lution, together with ghostly counsel 
and advice.” 

The wisdom and goodness of God 
are seen in his manner of proportion- 
ing his aids to the exigencies of his 
people, and raising up reformers, when 
religion most needs their help, to re- 
vive the true spirit of it among men. 
If we view the state of things in Judea 
at two different periods, we shall soon 
perceive how seasonably Elijah was 
sent at one time, and John the Baptist, 
that second Elijah, at another. Each 
was an ra of distinguished corrup- 
tion, but corruption of a different 
species. During the former, idolatry 
was the fashionable error, which had 
found its way into the court, and over- 
spread the face of the church. ‘The 
characteristics of the latter were, on 
the one hand, a pharisaical hypocrisy, 
a boast of moral rectitude, which ex- 
isted only in theory, and a vain confi- 
dence.in a law which nobody ebserv- 
ed; on the other, a Sadducean infi- 
delity, opposed to the national faith 
and hope, denying a resurrection and 
future state of retribution. Elijah re- 
claimed the people from the worship 
of Baal to that of the true God ; John 
called his hearers from unbelief, hy- 
pocrisy, and vice, to faith and holi- 
ness. 

An ambassador of heaven, sent to 
preach truth to those who are capti- 
vated by error, and righteousness to 
those who are enamoured of sin, will 
never proceed far in the discharge of 
his trust, unless he be endued with a 
fervent zeal for the cause and the ho- 
nour of him that sent him. Every 
holy person is not blessed with a spirit, 
any more than he is invested with a 
commission, to appear in a public ca- 
pacity, to reprove rulers and kings, to 

look an angry world im the face, and 
overcome all the opposition it can raise 
against him. Zeal, without holiness 
to support it, like a meteor, will blaze 
andexpire. Zeal, without knowledge 
to limit and direct it, will waste and 
destroy, like the element from the ef- 
fect of which it takes its name, when 
that has burst its bounds, and rules 
_ where it ought to be in subjection. 
Butwhen knowledge and holiness are 


[No. 3. 


first obtained, it is zeal which must 
quicken and diffuse them, as the sun 
doth light and heat, for the benefit 
of the universe. “Then stood up 
Elias the prophet as fire,” saith the 
son of Sirach, “and his word burnt 
like a lamp.”* And our Lord, speak- 
ing of the Baptist, gives this account 
of him, “ He was a burning and a 
shining light.”+ His zeal was tem- 
pered with knowledge, for it gave 
light ; and his knowledge was actuat- 


ed by zeal, for it was burning as well | 
His sermons came warm 


as shining. 
from the heart of the speaker, and, 


therefore; found their way to that of | 
the hearer, which was inflamed by | 
them with the love, as his understand- | 
ing was enlightened with the know- | 


ledge, of heavenly things. 


Let-us view and compare together 
the zeal of Elijah, exerted before | 
idolatrous Israel assembled at mount | 
Carmel, and that displayed by St. | 
John, when he saw the Pharisees and | 


Sadducees come to his baptism. 


. For the sins of the people, and the | 
iniquities of the prince, in the days of | 
Elijah,j heaven was closed over their | 


heads, the blessings of rain and dew 
were withheld, till the divine Author of 
them should be again acknowledged, 
and famine stalked through the land, 
preaching repentance as she went, 
Israel felt the wound, but owned not 
the hand that inflicted it. The Al- 
mighty had constituted the Prophet his 
vicegerent, and enjoined the elements 
to second him, in the work of refor- 
mation. Ahab and his subjects, in- 
stead of consulting Elijah about the 
removal of their calamities, regarded 
him as the occasion of them, and the 
sole “troubler of Israel.” At the 
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command of God, he presents himself  &° 


before the king, and tells him plainly, 
“ Thou art the man.” 
vened at mount Carmel, and reproyed : 
“ Why halt ye between two opinions ? 
If Jehovah be God, follow him: but 
if Baal, then follow him.” The false 
prophets appear on the side of Baal 
and his kindred idols, to the number 
of nine hundred and fifty : on the side 





* Ecclus. xlviii. 1. — ¢ John v. 35. 
#See 1 Kings xvii. aud xviii. 
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of the trae God, Elijah stands single. 
The trial is made, and the grand ques- 
tion determined by a visible token of 
the divine presence. The nation re- 


_ turns to its duty, idolatry is punished 


in its votaries, the heaven gives rain, 


_ and the earth brings forth her in- 


crease. 

On the banks of Jordan we behold, 
in the person of St. John,* another 
Elijah, reproving the people of Israel, 
again departed from the Lord their 


_ God, while some, as the Pharisees, 


were hypocrites, and others, as the 
Sadducees, were unbelievers. ual. 
ly astranger to fear and partiality, 


_ and endued with a prophetical power 


of discerning that serpentine subtlety 
and malignity which lurked under a 
specious outside, he rebukes them 
sharply, if by any means he might 
convince them of sin, and lead them to 


vipers, who hath warned you to flee 
from the wrath to come?” You, who 


_ seem to have taken possession of the 
inheritance, as if Messiah would ne- 


ver appear to claim it; you, who trust 
in yourselves that you are righteous, 
and despise others; come you to me, 
to be baptized with publicans and sin- 
ners? What can be the reason of all 
this? What can be your motive? The 
business in hand is not one to be tri- 
fled with. Hypocrisy has no place 
here; nor will the external show, 
without the internal work, in this 
case, avail to any thing but condemna- 
tion. “ Bring forth therefore fruits 
meet for repentance :” be not barren, 
but “ bring forth ;” bring forth not 


leaves only, er fair professions, pro- 


mises, and designs, but “ fruits,” or 
good deeds; and such as may be 
“worthy” of the tree on which they 
grow; such as may advance to ma- 
turity, and ripen into holiness. And 
think not to say within yourselves, We 
have “ Abraham to our father :” ma- 
ny will hereafter say that to little pur- 
pose. A descent from the loins of 
Abraham will profit none but those 
who are like Abraham. His true 
children are reckoned by faith, not 
consanguinity. Imagine not that the 





* See Matt. iii. 7, &e. 
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favour of heaven is hereditary and 
indefeasible in the line of Abraham 
according to the flesh, or that the di- 
Vine promises must fail, if not made 
good to you; “for I say unto you, 
that God is able of these stones to 
raise up children unto Abraham ;” by 
the power of his grace he can make 
converts of nations at present utter 
barren, unfruitful, obdurate, who shall 
inherit the blessing which you reject. 
Nor let the consideration, that Mes- 
siah has so long delayed his coming, 
induce you to be careless and negli- 
gent: “ for now is the axe laid to the 
root of the tree :” believe me, he is at 
hand; your trial will soon be over, 
and your fate determined; the deci- 
sive and irremediable stroke will be 
struck, if not prevented by a timely 
repentance, a speedy and real change 
of heart and manners; * every tree 
which bringeth not forth good fruit 
shall be cut down and cast into the 
fire.” Hitherto God hath borne with 
your errors and iniquities, but he will 
do sono longer. ‘The law hath been 
given, and the prophets have been 
sent; but they are not regarded; and, 
therefore, he is coming, after whom 
no other messenger is to be expected 
from above. He will be the Saviour 
of all who, from a sense of their sins, 
shal] be ready to embrace him as such. 
I am not that person, but the least 
and lowest of his servants, sent before 
to give notice of his approach, and 
prepare you to receive him. “ I, in- 
deed, baptize you with water unto re- 
pentence ;” but it is he who must 
grant remission of sins repented of ; 
“he that cometh after me is mightier 
than I, whose shoes I am not worthy 
to bear ;” he brings with himalmighty 
power from on high, to pardon sins, 
and confer grace; “ he shall ba 
tize you with the Holy Ghost and 
with fire,” to sanctify your natures, to 
urify, enlighten, and inflame your 
Sseets with the desire and love of ce- 
lestial objects. At his appearance, ° 
he will try and make manifest the 
tempers and dispositions of men. De- 
ceit and hypocrisy shall not stand be- 
fore him. “ His fan is in his hand, 
and he will thoroughly purge his 
floor,” sifting and winnowing that 
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which is good from that which seems 
to be so; “and he will gather his 
wheat into his garner,” translate to 
heaven all that is pure, substantial, 
and fruitful; but he will “burn up 
the chaff,” whatsoever is fallacious, 
light, empty, and barren, “ with un- 
quenchable fire,” in hell. 

Such a discourse, from such a per- 
son, occasioned greai searchings in the 
‘hearts of the people. They found all 
the vain opinions and presumptions, 
on which they had been accustomed 
to rely, suddenly taken from them, 
and nothing left but to put themselves 
forthwith under the direction of.so 
holy and heavenly a preacher. With 
fear and trembling they applied to him, 
as the affrighted gaoler aftewards did 
to Paul and Silas, saying, “ What 
shall we do then?”* And when a pe- 
nitent will ask advice of his spiritual 
guide, with a determined resolution 
to follow it, he is not far from the 
kingdom of God. He is sensible of 
his disease ; and that, in the maladies 
of the mind, is half the cure. St. 
John, in his answer, enjoins not legal, 
but evangelical sacrifices,. exhorting 
his converts to show the sincerity of 
their coversion by loving their neigh- 
bours and relieving their necessities, 
as God had loved and relieved them. 
** He that hath two coats, let him im- 
part to him that hath none; and he 
that hath meat let him do likewise.” 
These works of feeding and clothing 
the poor, including all other acts of 
mercy under them, are mentioned, as 
being the most necessary and indis- 
pensable; “and he,” says a pious 
writer upon this passage, “ who is not 
moved with his brother’s misery, de- 
serves to find God unmoved with his 
own.” 

_ Among others that came to be bap- 
tized, were some publicans, or tax- 
gatherers; a set of men, whose em- 
ployment rendered them odious, as it 
often tempted them to court the fa- 
vour of those who employed them, or 
to gratify their own avarice, by fleec- 
ing the people. These also were im- 
portunate with St. John, saying, “ And 
what shaH we do? And he said unto 





* Luke iii. 10, &e; 


them, Exact no more than that which 
is appointed you.” ‘The reflections of 
the writer above cited, upon this case 
of the publicans and the following 
one of the soldiers, are so extremely 
sensible, judicious, and pertinent, that 
the reader will have an obligation ta 
me, for presenting him with them, 
nearly al findthem. A wise preach- 
er, like St. John, should distinguish 
the abuses of any state or condition of 
life from the condition itself; he 
should be so far from disturbing either 
the peace of private consciences, or 
the public repose, by condemning ne- 
cessary employments, that he ought 
carefully to promote both, by con- 
tenting himself with only retrenching 
the disorders and injustice of those 
who exercise them. To be exact in 
not permitting any abuses in employ- 
ments of this nature, is to serve the 
state: and those loose casuists, who 
allow and authorize them, are are 
cious to governments, by rendering 
these employments odious to the peo- 
le, by favouring their murmurings, 
by encouraging acts of injustice, and 
thereby giving occasion to rebellion 
and revolt. 

“ And the soldiers demanded of 
him, saying, And what shall we do? 
And he said unto them, Do violence 
to no man, neither accuse any falsely, 
and be content with your wages.” St. 
John here, in the last place, regulates 
the duties of military persons, and 
shows, that no gondition is excluded 
from salvation. The business of war 
is not in itself at all opposite thereto ; 
since there have been not only Chris- 
tian soldiers, but even great saints, 
and generous martyrs of that profes- 
sion. If all war was contrary to the 
Gospel, St. John would not have al- 
lowed those who presented them- 
selves before him, to continue in that 
state. However, it is certainly full 
of obstacles to salvation, which are 
with difficulty surmounted. A state, 
which is generally embraced either 
out of passion, or libertinism, or 
through a blind destination of birth, 
the exercises whereof are so violent 
and tumultuous, agrees but little with 
the exercises of Christianity, or the 


spirit of the Gospel, which is all peacg, - | 
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charity, and meekness. It is, not- 
withstanding, just and necessary that 
there should be men to defend the 
state; but it is still more just and ne- 
cessary that this should not be done 
at the expense cof salvation. The 
grace of God can do every thing: this 
is what eught to comfort those who 
intend to serve him, in serving their 
king and country.* 

One cannot but observe the general 
agreement and harmony which seem 
to have prevailed, at this time, among 
men, otherwise of tempers and dispo- 
sitions very different from, and oppo- 
site to, each other. Jews and Gen- 
tiles, Pharisees and Publicans, Sad- 
ducees and Soldiers, all confess their 
sins, and participate of the same bap- 
tism ; all struck with apprehensions of 
some impending evil, all flying from 
the wrath to come; forgetting their 
mutual hostilities and antipathies, and, 
like the creatures in the days of No- 
ah, taking refuge together in the ARK. 
As if the prophecy of Isaiah had now 
begun to receive its accomplishment, 
the publicans, who, before the preach- 
ing of John, were ravenous as even- 
ing “ wolves,” became innocent as the 
“jamb.” The soldiers, who had been 


formerly fierce and cruel as the “ li-. 


on,” became tame and tractable as 
the “ ox,” and submitted their netks 
to the yoke of the Gospel. Such of 
the Pharisees likewise, who, before 


their baptism, had been venomous as — 


the “aso,” or ‘ cockatrice,” did, by 
the worthy receiving of this baptism, 
and the grace which God gave them, 


become mild and gentle as the “ suck- ’ 


ing infant,” or “ weaned child.”’+ 
The concord thus produced in Ju- 
dea by the sermons of St. John, and 
the tranquillity which the whole earth 
then enjoyed, sitting quiet, as it were, 
in expectation of her Lord, betoken- 
ed the manifestation of the Prince of 
Peace. “ Then cometh Jesus from 
Galilee to Jordan, to John, to be bap- 
tized of him.”{ After thirty years 
passed in retirement at Nazareth, the 
blessed Jesus was now to break forth, 


* Quesnel, 

¢ See the Works of Dr. Thomas Jack- 
gon, ti. 522. ; 

¢ Matt. iui, 15, &e. 
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like the sun from a cloud, or a stream 
from the bowels of the earth, to en- 
lighten mankind by his doctrine, and 
refresh them with the influences of 
his grace. The mighty concourse of 
all ranks and degrees of people at- 
tending St. John at the river Jordan, 
rendered that the fittest place where 
he might first show himself to the 
world. He who knew no sin, but 
was to take away the sins of all other 
men, presented himself in the crowd 
of sinners, as one of them, and suli- 
cited “the baptism of repentance,” 
not that water might sanctify him,. 
but that he might “ sanctify water to 
the mystical washing away of sin.” 
Confounded at the thought of the 
Master being baptized by tne servant, 
St. John at first “ forbad him, saying, 
I have need to be baptized of thee, 


and comest thou to me? And Jesus . 


answering, said unto him, Suffer it to 
be so now, for thus it becometh us to 
fulfil all righteousness. Then he suf- 
fered him.” Jesus Christ, as conde- 
scending to stand charged with our 
sins, and, to that end, being “ made 
under the law,”* was to fulfil the 
* righteousness” of the law, as it con- 
sisted in an obedience to ceremonial 
rites, as well as moral precepts. In 
the character and capacity of our sub- 
stitute, he underwent circumcision, 
although he had no sin of his own to 
be cut off; and received baptism, al- 
though he had no pollution of his own 
to be washed away. What Chris, 
tian can slight the ordinances of the 
Church, when he sees the Redeemer, 
for his sake, submitting to observe 
them all? 

No sooner was Jesus baptized, but 
he “ came up straightway” out of the 
river, like another Joshua, leading his 
people, through the waters of Jordan, 
to the land of promise. And as he 
was “ praying,” doubtless for success 
in the great work he had undertaken. 
“ Lo, the heavens were opened, and 
the Spirit of God,’ encompassed, we 
may presume, with a blaze of glory, 
“ descended in a bodily shape like 
a dove,” speaking better things than 
that of Noah. In this form, eanblem- 
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atical of innocence and purity, it 
“ lighted,” settled, and abode upon 
him; the Father thus consecrating 
him to his office, by “ anointing 
him with the Holy Ghost and with 
power,”* as the legal ministers were 
anointed with oil. And that no doubt 
might remain, the appearance was 
farther explained by “ a voice from 
heaven,” saying, “ This is my beloved 
Son, in whom [ am well pleased.” 
Such are the blessings which, in ef- 
fect, do always attend the divine sa- 
craments, when duly administered, 
with prayer. For then the heavens 
are opened, and the Spirit is given, to 
conform us to the image of a meek 
and holy Saviour, and, through him, 
to make us acceptable in the sight of 
God. . 
(To be continued.) 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


On the Religious Observance of Good- 
Friday. 

It is one of the characteristics of 
the Church of England, that she did 
not, at the reformation, cast off every 
thing she found in the Church of 
Rome, because it existed there. Her 
reformers knew, that upon this princi- 
ple, many of the fundamental proper- 
ties of the Church of Christ would 
have been sacrificed. They, there- 
fore, proceeded to compare every 
thing with Scripture, and primitive 
Christianity ; rejected what they did 
not sanction; and retained what they 
approved. Among the latter, was the 
observance of festivals and fasts, pu- 
rified from the idolatries, supersti- 
tions, and absurdities with which it 
had been connected. In retaining 
this, they were not singular among 
Protestants. The established Church 
of Scotland, and some of the dissent- 
ers in that country and England, 
with their descendants and associates 
in this Republic, form the only mate- 
rial exceptions to an union in this 
particular, among all the reformed 
Churches. It is pleasing, however, 
to record, that on the leading festival 
of the Nativity, fast of the Crucifix- 
ion, the sound of bells attached to the 





a 


* Acts % 38. 
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places of worship of some who are 
included in the above exceptions, 
evince an abandonment of former pre- 
judices on this subject, very favoura- 
ble to the progress of enlightened piety. 

It is not the object of the present 
writer to illustrate the accordance of 
the celebration of festivals and fasts 
with Scripture and primitive Chris- 
tianity. He refers his readers toa 
small work on the subject, which 
should be the companion of every 
Christian, and every Christian family, 
by the present Bishop of New-York.* 
To the members of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, whom he supposes 
to admit the propriety of such celebra- 
tion, he would respectfully offer a few 
remarks on the religious observance 
of Goopn-Fripay. 

It is consecrated, as they all know, 
to the memory of the crucifixion ef 
our Lord. As on that day, he, who, 
though in the form of God, and think- 
ing it not robbery to be equal with 
God, made himself of no reputation, 
took upon him the form of a servant, 
and was tade in the likeness of man; 
he who stooped so low in mercy, for 
us men and for our salvation; who 
was the Representative of our race, 
that he might redeem and save us--- 
might stand between us and our an- 
gry God, to avert from us his wrath, 
and recommend us to his favour ;— 
He consummates this labour of inex- 
pressible love. He has passed through 
a scene of suffering, unparalleled and 
inconceivable. The hour of the power 
of darkness had been improved by 
the great adversary, to the exertion of 
all his malignity against him who 
freely became his victim, to save the 
human race. Exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death—sore amazed, and 


very heavy with the awful extent of | 


agony, he prays that if man’s redemp- 
tion can be otherwise effected, the 
heavy wrath that lies upon him, as 
his Representative, may be removed. 
But though he sweats great drops of 
blood, under its intolerable burden, 
he is still content to do the will of 
God in effecting that redemption, and 





*A Companion for the Festivals and 
Fasts of the Protestant Episcopal Church, 
published by T. & J. Swords. 
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meekly and mercifully adds—“ Ne- 
vertheless, not what I will, but what 
thou wilt.’ He, therefore, submits 
to drink the very dregs of the cup of 
trembling, and wring ‘hem but; though 
the scourge, the crown of thorns, the 
imsult and mockery of the populace, 
aré yet to be added to its bitter in- 
iénts. Under this accumalated 
weight of wo, he proceeds up Calva- 
ry; still insulted, still mocked, still 
treated with unmitigated cruelty— 
he hangs on the cross. Alas! only 
the beginnings of sorrows have yet 
been experienced. Man, for whom 
he mediates, incurred banishment 
from the presence of the Lord. See 
an equivalent to this, in that most 
awful trial, which draws from him 
the bitter lamentation—“ My God, 
my God, why hast thou forsaken me !” 
Christians! this is all for us, and 
for our salvation. This is the price 
at which were purchased the pardon 
of our sins—the favour of our God— 
our only hope of everlasting life. 
This, the effurt of divine love, to save 
us from the bitter pains of eternal 
death. The Church hallows to its 
commemoration the sacred fast whose 
name would lead us gratefully to re- 
member the inexpressible GOOD 
thus purchased for our race. Shall 
it be a day lightly regarded ? When 
by appropriate services, she would 
awaken in our souls every feeling of 
devotion, of gratitude, and love— 
would fix their contemplations on the 
great sacrifice of the Lamb of God— 
would so occupy them with this one 
object, as to leave an indelible im- 
pression, favourable to the strength- 
ening of our faith, and the increase of 
our piety ;—shall we repay her soli- 
citude, and avert from us the spiritual 
good she would promote—shall we 
expose her appointments to derision, 
and ourselves, as her members, to the 
just charge of inconsistency or insin- 
cerity, by neglecting, or but coldly 
and partially observing this holy day ? 
Can such conduct be entirely removed 
from indifference to the GrraT EVENT 
the day commemorates? Does it not 
too plainly speak a most dangerous 
devotion to the world, that we cannot 
¢ven then resign its pursuits and plea- 
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sures, for exercises of gratitude and 
devotion to him whose love for us 
supported him through such unuttera- 
ble sufferings—such an ignominous 
death ? Does it not warrant the infer- 
ence, that although constrained by 
divine command, by human law, or 
by general custom, from pursuing or- 
dinary business and pleasure on the 
weekly festival, it is an unwilling sa- 
crifice, to which we can; at no other 
time, submit ? | 

Let Churchmen answer, each to 
his conscience, these inquiries; and 
then say, whether they will think it a 
hard matter, conformably with the 
evident defign of the Church, and 
with the pattern of primitive piety, to 
make this holy day, a day of rest 
from worldly business, and retrench- 
ment of worldly enjoyments; whe- 
ther they will not devote it to the ser- 
vices of the Church, and to those pri- 
vate meditations, and religious exer- 
cises, which they are calculated to in- 
spire. 

O how it grieves me, on the day 
when the pious heart should feel re- 
luctant to any interruption of this 
observance, to hear the noise, and 
witness the bustle of business, under 


the direction or sanction of those who 


profess membership with a Church 
which has made it a day holy unto the 
Lord! Poor is the compensation of 
their own attendance at the house of 
God; miserable the apology, that it 
is only during the earlier hours of the 
day, it is thus desecrated. These, 
indeed, show that they have some 
sense of duty and propriety; but they 
evince, also, the lamentable fact, that 
the world is still uppermost; and that 
they deem the whole day too much 
to be devoted to their God and Sa- 
viour. 

There isa great inconsistency among 
Christians, in a particular, which, £ 
am sorry to say, is further sinful by 
its abuse and profanation of one of 
the chief festivals of the Church. It 
is comparatively seldom that we see 
the prosecution of ordinary worldly 
business on Chrisfmas-day. Does 
this arise from the greater influence 
of religious motive then, than on 


- Good-Friday? Would [could think so. 
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I fear the real cause is to be more fre- 
quently found in the facts, that cus- 
tom then sanctions the intermission 
of business—that there is, therefore, 
less danger of a neighbour’s profiting 
by our conscientiousness in this parti- 
cular—and that, by a strange incon- 
sistency, a religious festival is de- 
eraded into an occasion of mere world- 
AY mirth. 

From such reflections, how delight- 
ful to turn to the view of a suspension 
of business and pleasure, of faithful 
and devout attendance on the ser- 
vices of the sanctuary, of private me- 
ditations and devotions, suggested by 
the love of a dying Saviour, of do- 
mestic exercises, and social conver- 
sation, adapted to a day sacred to 
ihe memory of the GREAT ATONEMENT 
which, by bitterest sufferings and most 
cruel death, the Son of God made for 
our guilty race! Must not the day; 
thus hallowed, be a sacrifice accepta- 
ble and well pleasing to our divine 
Redeemer ? Must it not be calculated 
to confirm that faith, and animate that 
obedience, which, through his grace, 
will unite us to him, and be the means 
of our advancement to the glorious 
inheritance, that by his sufferings and 
death, he purchased for his people ? 
O for that spirit of true primitive pi- 
ety, which, setting upon this world no 
more than its proper value, renders 
cheerful and devoyt compliance with 
the venerable appointments of the 
Church! These, through the blessing 
of God, which we ought not to doubt, 
will attend humility and sincerity in 
their observance; would strengthen 
our faith, animate our obedience, and 
conduct us in the path which mar- 
tyrs have consecrated, to the blessed 
assembly and Church of the First- 
born, whose names are written in 
heaven. N. 
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Comparison between Bishop PortEvs, 
and Bishop Horstey. 


(From the Quarterly Review.) 


Amone those ornaments of litera- 
iure, and of the Church of England, 
which have lately been removed by 
death, from the stations te which un- 


Gomparison between Bishops Porteus and Horsley. 
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assisted merit had advanced them, are 
to be deplored the names of Porteus 
and Horsley; men of talents and dis- 
positions more different, perhaps, than 
ever actively and harmoniously co- 
operated in the same cause. The one 
was elegant in deportment, gentle in 
manners, popular in the choice and 
treatment of his theological subjects ; 
never profound, but always impres- 
sive; and though often familiar, yet; 
by matchless dexterity, never inatten- 
tive to his own dignity. The other 
was rough, haughty, and imperious ; 
of an understanding vast and compre- 
hensive ; addicted, in his discourses, to 
the choice of novel and difficult sub- 
jects; and mingling, involuntarily, with 
those which were intended to be po- 
pular, disquisitions at once entertain- 
ing and profound. Both having been 
educated in the University of Cam- 
bridge, the one abandoned, as soon a3 
academical restraints were removed, 
the pursuit of abstract mathematics, 
for more elegant studies: while the 
other, after having graduated in an- 
other faculty, spontaneously, and 
through life, pursued them to a con- 
siderable extent. Both were admit- 
ted into the families of great prelates, 
eminent for their attainments in He- 
brew literature ; a pursuit which was 
too rugged for the one, and a mere 
relaxation to the other: and, while. 
both were equally orthodox in their 
religious principles, the one maintain- 
ed the essential doctrines of Chris- 
tianity by clear and perspicuous state- 
ments; the other by irrefragable ar- 
gument. Porteus had more taste than 
eloquence; Horsley, more eloquence 
than taste. The first was unques- | 
tionably the most amiable; the se- 
cond, the ablest man of their latter 
days. In their character as legisla- 
tors, the same original diversity of 
temper marked their conduct. Ever 
attentive to the interests of religion 
and the establishment, the Bishop of 
London maintained on questions mere- 
ly temporal, a delicate reserve, which 
enabled him to interpose, with tens 
fold effect, in his own peculiar pro- 
vince ; while the Bishop of St. Asaph, 
with a strong tendency to law and 
business, together with a constitu: 
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tional absence of all timidity, added 
to his other quaiifications, never scru- 
pled to interpose, and to dictate on 
secular subjects. 


| 


Ceremonies in burning a Hindoo 
Corpse. 


Tue Rev. James Hough, Chap- 
lain at Palamcotta, in writing to a 
friend, under date of Sept. 22, 1817, 
has given an account of some super- 
stitious ceremonies, of which he was 
a witness. | 

“ Word was brought me, on Satur- 
day, that -my Moonshee’s mother was 
dead; with a request that I would 
supply the family with some cocoa- 
nuts, &c. ‘to make ceremony over her.’ 
The Hindoos burn their dead. I ex- 
pressed an inclination to witness the 
ceremony. Accordingly, a person was 
despatched to tell me when the pro- 
cession was moving; and I set out, 
by a shorter road, to the destined spot. 
It was an elevated station, on the 
banks of the river. 

“As soonas I heard the distant 
music, I got out to view the sable 
group. The music consisted of kettle- 
drums and tomtoms (a kind of lon 
drum,) an immense long horn, a 
two shells, called shanks, which were 
perforated at the thick end, at which 
a man blew, and they produced a most 
dismal sound. ‘These were followed 
by the relations and friends of the de- 
ceased, with the barber and the Brah- 
min, or his substitute. Having strip- 
ped off their jackets and white clothes, 
they mourned in their black skins ; if 
mourning it could be called; for the 
grief of most of them seemed no deep- 
er. Next came the body, which was 
laid on a frame covered with cloths, 
and placed under a canopy decorated 
with scarlet cloth and a variety of 
garlands. 

“On reaching the spot, the body 
was laid on a pile of stones covered 
with casks of dried cow-dung. The 
head was then uncovered, and the face 
exhibited, which was much disfigured 
by age, and still more by its distortions 
from things placed on it. ‘The mouth 
was kept open with a bandage tied 
round the chin, and the eyes were 
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closed with mud. As soon as the body 
was disposed, the son of the deceased 
went to the river, washed his head, and 
returned, carrying a small vessel of 
water in his hand, and preceded by 
the man blowing in the shells. The 
relations and friends now puta small 
quantity of rice in the mouth of the 
corpse, placing first a piece of money 
on her chin, which was afterwards re- 
moved and given tothe barber. The 
son came last; and, after touching 
the body, washed his hands in the 
water which he had brought from the 
river. I suppose there was some mys- 
tery in the manner of putting the rice 
in the mouth. Some ignorant fellows 
were for letting it drop in, in the easi- 
est manner; but they were soon 
taught better, and made to lay the 
back of the hand on the chin, with the 
thumb toward the mouth, and then to 
toss the rice in by turning over the 
hand; by this means she lost as much 
asshe got. The son next took a large 
chatty of water on his shoulder, and 
walked three times round the body ; 
a person each time knocking a hole in 
the chatty, at which the water ran out, 
and made three circles. It was then 
broken at her head, and the son pro- 
ceeded to prostrate his body at her 
feet. After this he kissed her feet 
and hands, and she was covered with 
cakes of dried cow-dung, straw, and 
mud, which enclosed the whole ; the 
son having first set fire tothe cow-dung 
with a small piece of sandal-wood, and 
the attendants having stripped the body 
of its ornaments, and placed a lighted 
cake at her head and feet. 

“I missed the son; and, on asking 
for him, was told that he was gone to 
be shaved. I followed him, and found 
that the poor fellow had lost all the hair 
from his head and body. His friends 
were seated in groups smoking chee- 
roots, which they had made of some to- 
bacco-leaves that I saw distributed 
among them ; and to give some idea of 
their feelings on the mournful occasion, 
one of them snatched at a better leaf 
than had been given him, and the 
donor Jaughed at the joke. All this 
passed close to the body. 

“ T left the pile smoking; and was 
told that it would be consumed in five 
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hours, when they would cast the ashes 
on the river. 

“ You will ask the reason of this; 
and so did I, but could get none. 
‘ Custom, custom,’ was the reply to 
all my questions of this nature. O, 
what blind leaders of the blind are the 
Hindoo Brahmins! When will the 
light of the glorious Gospel of Christ 
shine into their hearts, and guide 
them into all truth ?” 





Probability of the T oleration of Chvis- 
tianily in Persia, 


Tue Prince Royal of Persia, with 
a design to protect the Christians in 
that country, has lately assembled a 
Divan at the populous city of Tauris, 
and proposed to them the following 
questions:—1l. Was Jesus Christ a 
true prophet sent from God?—2. 
Are the laws contained in the Gospel 
just °—3. Is it lawful to blaspheme 
those laws? The first two questions 
Were answered in the affirmative ; the 
last in the negative. These décisions 
have received a legal form; in con- 
sequence of which, the Prince punish- 
ed one of his domestics for insulting a 
Christian. We may, therefore, hope 
that Christianity will be fully tolera- 
ted in Persia. 








An Englishman turning Mahomedan. 
(From the Journal of the Rev. Mr. Jewitt.) 


Friday, June 5th, 1817—atSmyr- 
na. I had heard, late yesterday 
evening, that an Englishman is go- 
ing to turn Turk. I thought, yet 
not without trembling, that I should 
like to be present at the scene, and 
that it might be turned to some good 
purpose. I obtained, therefore, what 
information I could on the subject ; 
and noted down some questions 
which I should like to ask the man. 

This morning I inquired whether 
I might witness the ceremony ; and, 
happily, found no objection. 

Mr. John Werry and myself, 
therefore, preceded by the English 
Dragoman, or Interpreter, and by 


the Head Janissary, or Turkish 
Guard in the service of the English 
Consul, went to witness a scene of 
this nature. As we were going, I 
asked whether the man-e-a sailor— 
was as yet under British protection, 
and a British subject. Mr. Werry 
said, that till, in the presence of the 
Consul and other witnesses, the man 
had been asked three times whether 
he would be a Turk, they could not 
make him one: yet he expressed a 
fear that they had made him one 
already. 

The only case of one refusing, 
within memory, was about twenty- 
five years ago. A boy, of seven 
teen or eighteen, when thus chal- 
lenged, as they call it, exclaimed— 
“ They brought me here, I did not 
know what for ; and I don’t want to 
turn Turk.” But, since that time, 
many have turned Turk ; and only 
one refused to do so! 

Of all men, sailors are most ex- 
posed: for they are very whim- 
sical and obstinate—whimsical, be- 
cause they have so limited a know- 
ledge of society on land ; and ob- 
stinate, because their understanding 
is full grown, without having been 
properly exercised. 

We entered the apartments of the 
Mayor: his Deputy received us, 
in a very shabby room. Pipes and 
coffee were served—very little con- 
versation. The Deputy had a pair 
of long scissors in his hand, with 
which he was cutting little square 
pieces of paper, called Tesseras ; 
on which he had written Orders or 
Patents, and which he signed with 
a small signet. 

While we sat, wé heard a man ia 
the yard suffering the bastinado. 
At every stroke he sent forth a ter- 
rible howl: but, as the punishment 
was short, probably he soon confes- 
sed what they wanted to get out of 
him. I could see a dozen Turks 
and Greeks cross the adjoining hall, 
and stand at the door, out of curi- 
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osity, to see the punishment inflict- 
ing. 

Presently a stout man came in, 
attended by servants bearing a pre- 
sent ina basket. The man wasa 
Tunisine, and was come to raise 
troops for Algiers. Never did I 
see so stout a body; he seemed 


built like a tower. 


‘The talk, after a little while, was 
about the expedition which theBri- 
tish are preparing to explore the 
North Pole ; and, after having re- 
mained a full haif hour, the Chief 
Magistrate crossed the hall, and 
went into an adjoining room, more 
splendid than the one we were in. 
We rose, and followed him. He 
was a very handsome, lively, keen 
man. Near him sat one who acted 
asa Priest; an equally handsome 
man, with a very expressive coun- 
tenance. Pipes and coffee were 
served, which occupied us about ten 
minutes. 

The man was soon brought in, 
and stood at the far end of the room, 
in the midst of a group of Turks. 
There were sixteen Turks in the 
room; and the Russian Dragoman 
was also present. 

Mr. Werry began by asking, 
Why he wished to turn Turk? He 
said, For a very plain reason—that 
he could not liye by his own reli- 
gion !—He had been on board many 
years, and suffered ill treatment. 
This he said ina faint and skulking 
manner ; standing sothat Mr. Wer- 
ry could only just see him, and en- 
tirely avoiding my view. Mr, Wer- 
ry said, that he was there on the 
part of the English Consul, whose 
son he was, to offer him safe pas- 
sage to England; and, if he had 
been bribed, that he would see to 
his being set in a fair way of busi- 
ness, or something to that effect. 
The man answered, “ No: I shall 
remain where Lam. I have made 
up my mind.” Mr, Werry said, 
“* Remember, that what you are go- 
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ing to do now cannot be undone, 
and that it is a disgrace to a man to 
change his religion.” The maa 
made no reply, except to mutter 
something, that he saw no importe 
ance in the question of religion, 
Then turning to me, Mr. Werry 
said, “‘ Yousee he is resolved: what 
more can we do?” 

I then asked the man how long 
he had taken to think about it. He 
said he had been now two days think- 
ing of it. ‘ And don’t you know, 
that, in changing your if Reng you 
are denying your only Saviour—the 
Lord that bought you?” He just 
looked at me, but gave me no an- 
swer, ‘ You said that you change 
in order that you may live better ; 
but what will you do in the Day of 
Judgment?” He said something 
which seemed to me to imply that 
he did not take my meaning; pro- 
bably not having looked for such 
kind of questions. I, therefore, 
said, “* When Jesus Christ, the Re- 
deemer, comes to judge the world, 
what will you do, who have denied 
him?” He hung back behind the 
Turks, without answering. 

~“ You see,” said Mr. Werry, 
“ that he is lost.”” 

It seemed to me, from the mane 
ner of the company, that they were 
now going to bring him forward, to 
go through the form; and Mr. 
Werry, by his manner, gave him 
up asalost man. He was himself, 
indeed, as he afterward said to me, 
inwardly depressed, at the sight of 
such a victim. I said, however, to 
the man—‘t My friend,”’—for he 
would hardly face me, but slunk 
back, so that I was obliged to lean 
forward a littlk—* since you seem 
bent on this bad act, yet remember, 
hereafter, that Peter denied his 
Master three times; yet afterward 
he repented, and Christ forgave 
him: andit would be better for you 
thus to repent.” I had no time to 
say more, for they put him forward, 














— 
i ae 

. ——— 

Seen 4 & 


84 The last hours of Melancthon. 


and he willingly stepped up on the 
raised floor where we sat, and stood 
before the Moolah; though, I am 
persuaded, not without some un- 
comfortable sensations, for he was 
very much indisposed to speak to 
us—very white in the face—and, 
once or twice, his legs trembled, as 
I perceived from his loose trowsers ; 
whether from a troubled conscience, 
or only from the impressiveness of 
the scene, I cannot divine. Thus 
he stood before the Priest, who 
went over a form of words in Ara- 
bic, two words at a time, so that the 
man might repeat them after him. 
They might be about five sentences. 
I did not understand them; but 
they ended with the usual declara- 
tion, That there is but one God, 
and Mahomed is the Prophet of 
God. The man was then immedi- 
ately taken out of the room. The 
Governor then called the English 
Dragoman up to him, and was en- 
gaged five minutes in close conver- 
sation. Mr. Werry, who under- 
stands Turkish, says it was only 
some Consular business. After 
compliments, we left the room. 

From the man’s being brought in 
to his being taken out, was about 
five minutes. To-day, being Fri- 
day, he will probably be taken to the 
bath, and circumcised. 

In the evening I called on the 
Bishop, and mentioned what I had 
in the morning witnessed with so 
much pain. I asked whether the 
Greeks ever turn Turk, in this 
way? The Assistant Bishop was 
sitting withhim. They confessed, 
that sometimes they do; generally 
in consequence of intrigues with 
women; when they are obliged to 
turn Turk and marry them. The 
Greek children, when ina violent 
passion, will often threaten their pa- 
rents that they will turn Turk. 

I afterward called on a very intel- 
ligent and philanthropic Englishman, 
to whom I related what had taken 


[No. 3. 
place. He said, that some few had 
succeeded in afterward runnin 


away ; and, he added—** You have 
no idea how bad the character of 
some of the lower Europeans is 
here. Itseems almost necessary to 
let them suffer their deserts.” 





The last Hours of Mretanctuon, who 
died 19th April, 1560, aged 63.— 
From the Life of Melancthon, by 
Francis Augustus Cox, A, M. 


His mind was in a very cheerful 
state, and he often betrayed his cha- 
racteristic humour. He spoke of death 
with composure, and of his friend Po- 
meranus, who had died about two years 
before. He said, that he dreaded no- 
thing so much as becoming a useless 
cumberer of the ground, and prayed 
that if his life were protracted, he 
might be serviceable to the youth un- 
der his care, and to the Church of 
Jesus Christ. 

On the fifteenth he conversed much 
with Camerarius on the language of 
Paul, which he appropriated; “ I 
have a desire to depart, and to be 
with Christ.” He criticised upon the 
Greek terms, which, he said, ought to 
be rendered, ** Having a desire to re- 
move, pass on, or set about proceed- 
ing in the journey ;” that is, to go 
from this life of toil and wretched- 
ness to the blessed rest of heaven. 


When Camerarius thought of tak-. 


ing a final leave of him on the six- 
teenth, he said, “ My dear Doctor Jo- 
achim, we have been joined in the 
hond of friendship forty years, a friend- 
ship mutually sincere and affectionate. 
We have been helpers of each other 
with disinterested kindness in our re- 
spective stations and employments as 
teachers of youth, and I trust our la- 
bours have been useful ; and though 
it be the will of God that I die, our 
friendship shall be perpetuated and 
cultivated in another world.” 
Camerarius, however, determined 
to remain a little longer with his de- 
parting friend, and accordingly disre- 
garded, during this interesting inter- 
val, the claims both of his public and 
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private affairs. Melancthon conti- 
nued to manifest great cheerfulness, 
but, if it were at any time disturbed, 
his distress appeared to arise rather 
from the sympathy he felt with the 
suffering Church, whenever its trials 
were reported to him, than from even 
the acute paroxysms of his disease. 
His friends had conversed with him 
on this subject during the evening re- 
past, but he afterwards enjoyed a 
calm night. In his sleep he said he 
had dreamt of the words of Paul, 
which were forcibly impressed upon 
his mind, and afforded him much con- 
solation, “ If God be for us, who can 
be against us r” 

Early in the morning of the seven- 
teenth, Camerarius took his final leave. 
Melancthon had finished some letters 
to the Duke of Prussia and to several 
friends, which he had been preparing 
during the whole of his illness, and 
expressed his intention of writin 
more, but for the interdiction of his 
physician. When Camerarius bid 
him farewell—with a last and affec- 
tionate benediction, he replied, “ Je- 
sus Christ, the Son of God, who sit- 
teth at the right hand of the Father, 
and giveth gifts to men, preserve you 
and yours, and all of us!” | 

Soon afterwards having received 
information that the Romzn Pontiff 
was meditating a general council, he 
said he would rather die than attend 
it, for it was easy to foresee both the 
dissensions it would occasion, and the 
inutility of its meeting. Feeling the 
pressure of increasing pain, and infir- 
mity, he said, “ O Lord make an end.” 

On the eighteenth his bed was re- 
moved, by his own desire, into the libra- 
ry, which he had continually frequent- 
ed during his illness, upon which occa- 
sion he said with great cheerfulness, 
as he was placed upon it,“ This may be 
called, I think, my travelling couch— 
if I should remove in it.” While 
several friends were standing about 
his bed, he said, “ By the blessing of 


- God I have new no particular domes- 


tic anxieties, for with respect to my 
grand-children, whom I tenderly love, 
and who are now before my eyes, I 
am comforted to think they are in 
the hands of pious and beloved pa- 
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rents, who will be solicitous for their 
welfare, as much as I could ever be: 
but I feel for the state of public af- 
fairs, especially for the Church of 
Christ in this cavilling and wicked 
age. Through the goodness of God, 
however, our doctrine is made pub- 
lic.” A little afterwards he address- 
ed some present, “ God bestows ta- 
lents on our youth; do you see that 
they use them aright.” Inthe course 
of the same day, seeing one of his 
grand-children near him,“ Dear child,” 
said he, “ I have loved you most af- 
fectionately: see that you reverence 
your parents, and always endeavour 
to please them, and fear God, who 
we vovrodh forsake you. I pray you 
may share his constant regard and 
benediction.” He spoke in similar 
terms of tenderness and piety to all 
the younger branches of his family, who 
were deeply sensible of his approach- 
ing departure. - 

On the same day, after discoursing 
with his son-in-law upon all his pri- 
vate affairs, and having in vain search- 
ed for the will he had formerly writ- 
ten, containing an explanation of some 
of the principal articles of his faith, 
which he was desirous of transmitting 


‘ to posterity, he attempted to compose 


another, which increasing weakness 
would not allow him to finish. It 
began thus: “In the year 1560, on 
the eighteenth day of April, I write 


this will briefly, according to the best 


of those remaining abilities whichGod 
vouchsefes me in my present illness. 
I have twice before written the con- 
fession of my faith, and gratitude to 
God and our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
these papers are missing; neverthe- 
less, I wish my confession to be con- 
sidered an answer to whatever relates 
to the Bavarian articles, in opposition 
to the errors of the Papists, the Ana- 
baptists, the followers of Flacius and 
others.” 

After this he conferred with his son- 
in-law upon a diversity of subjects re- 
lative to the interests of the Univer- 
sity, and expressed his wish that Peu- 
cer might be his successor in that in- 
stitution. 

Letters having been transmitted to 
him from Frankfort, relative to the 
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persecutions which at this period raged 
in France, he declared, “ that his bo- 
dily disease was not comparable to 
the grief of his mind, on account of 
the miseries which the Church of 
Christ suffered.” 

The nineteenth of April was the 
last day of his mortal existence. Af- 
ier the usual medical inquiries of the 
morning, he adverted again to the ca- 
lamitious state of the Church of 
Christ, but intimated his hope that 
the genuine doctrine of the Gospel 
would ultimately prevail, exclaim- 
ing, “ If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” After this he presented 
fervent supplications to heaven, min- 
gled with groanings, for the welfare 
of the Church. In the intervals of 
sleep, he tonversed principally upon 
this subject with several of his visit- 
ing friends, amongst whom were the 
pastor and other officers of the Church, 
and the professors of the University. 

Soon after eight in the morning, 
awaking from a tranquil sleep, he dis- 
tinctly, though with a feeble voice, re- 
peated a form of prayer which he had 
written for his own daily use, and 
which was as follows: ; 

“ Almighty, omnipotent, everlivin 
and true God, Creator of heaven, an 
earth, and men, together with thy co- 
eternal Son our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who was crucified for us, and rose 
again, and thy holy, true, living, and 
pure Spirit ; who art wise, good, faith- 
ful, merciful, just, the dispenser of 
life and of truth, independent, holy— 
and our Redeemer; who hast said 
thou willest not the death of a sinner, 
but rather that he should retum unto 
thee and live—and hast promised, 
* Call upon me in the day of trouble, 
and I willhear thee.” I confess my- 
self before thy footstool a most mise- 
rable sinner, and offender against thee 
in a great variety of respects, on which 
account I mourn with my very heart, 
and implere thy mercy for ihe sake 
of Jesus Christ our Lord, who was 
crucified, and rose again, seeking the 
remission of all my sins, and justifica- 


- tion before thee, by, and through thy 


Son Jesus Christ, thy eternal word, 
and image, wonderful and inexpressi- 
ble in counsel, infinite in wisdom and 
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goodness; and that thou wouldst sanc- 
tify me by thy true, living, pure, and 
Holy Spirit. May I truly acknow- 
ledge and firmly believe in thee, obey 
thee, give thanks to thee, fear thee, 
invoke thee, serve thee, and through 
grace. be admitted to thy presence in 
eternity, the almighty and only true 
God, Creator of heaven, and earth, 
and men, the everlasting Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, and to the pre- 
sence of Jesus Christ thy Son, thy 
eternal word and image, and the ho- 
ly, true, living, and pure Spirit, the 
Comforter. 1n thee have I hoped, O 
Lord: let me neyer be confounded : 
in thy righteousness deliver me. Make 


me righteous, and bring me unto life. 


eternal: thou hast redeemed me, O 
Lord God of truth. Keep and overs 
rule our churches, our government, 
and this academy, and bestow upon us 
a salutary peace and government. 
Rule and protect our princes. Che- 
rish thy Church, gather and preserve 
it inthese provinces, sanetify and unite 
thy people by thy Holy Spirit, that 
we may be one in thee, in the true 
knowledge and worship of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, who was crucified for 
us, and raised again. Amen. 

“Almighty and eternal Lord Jesus 
Christ, the Son ‘of God, who art the 
eternal word and image of the eter- 
nal Father, our Mediator and Inter- 
cessor, crucified for us, and raised 
again, I give thee most hearty thanks 
that thou didst assume humanity, and 
art become my Redeemer, and having 
suffered and risen again in human na- 
ture, dost intercede on my behalf. I 
beseech thee regard and have mercy 
on me, for I am poor and defenceless. 
By thy Holy Spirit increase the light 
of faith in me, and, weak as I am, 
sustain, rule, protect, and save me. 
In thee, O Lord, have I hoped, let 
me never be confounded. 

“ Almighty and Holy Spirit, the 
Comforter, pure, living, truae—illumi- 
nate, govern, sanctify me, and con- 
firm my heart and mind, in the faith, 
and in all genuine consolation ; pre- 
serve and rule over me, that dwelling 
in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life to behold the beauty of 
the Lord, I may be and remain fox 
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ever in the temple of Ged, and praise 
him with a joyful spirit, and in union 
with allthe heavenly Church. Amen.” 

An interval of repose having elaps- 
ed after repeating this prayer, he 
lifted up his eyes to heaven, and turn- 
ing to his son-in-law, said, “ I have 
been in the power of death, but the 
Lord has graciously delivered me.” 
This was supposed to refer to some 
deep conflicts of mind, as he repeated 
the expression to others. When some 
of the bystanders said, “‘ There is now 
no condemnation to them that are in 
Christ Jesus,” he soon added, “ Christ 
is made to us wisdem, righteousness, 
sanctification, and redemption.” “ Let 
him that glorieth glory inthe Lord ;” 
and often repeated, * Lord have mer- 
cy upon me.” After this he took a 
little refreshment for the last time, 
and though he attempted to proceed 
with the testamentary paper he had 
begun the preceding day, he soon 
found it impossible to support such an 
effort, but signified his acquiescence in 
the divine disposal. 

The coldness of death was now 
creeping over him, but his mental fa- 
culties continued unimpaired to the 
very last breath of mortal existence. 
Having expressed a wish to hear some 
passages from the Old and New Tes- 
taments, his ministerial attendants 
read the twenty-fourth, twenty-fifth, 
and twenty-sixth Psalms, the fifty- 
third chapter of Isaiah, the seventh 
chapter of John, the fifth of the Ro- 
mans, and many other passages. The 
declaration of John respecting the 
Son of God, he said was perpetually 
in his mind, “the world knew him 
not but as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to be- 
come the sons of God, even to them 
that believe on his name.” 

In addition to the passages of Scrip- 
ture already mentioned, he frequently 
solaced himself with the following, 
“ God so loved the world that he sent 
his only begotten Son into the world, 
that whosoever believeth on him might 
not perish, but have everlasting life ;” 
“ Whoso seeth the Son, and believeth 
on him, hath eternal life;” ‘“ Being 
justified by faith we have peace wit 
God through our Lord Jesus Christ ;” 
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and expressed the great consolation 
they afforded hismind. He earnestly 
exhorted his son-in-law to the study 
of peace, and whenever the prevailing 
religious contentions were mentioned, 
he would continually reply in the lan- 
guage of the son of Jesse, “ Let them 
curse, but bless thou,” and “ my soul 
hath dwelt with them that hateth 
peace. Jam for peace, but when I 
speak they are for war.” 

In the afternoon another paper was 
written to the students by the profes- 
sors, excusing their non-attendance to 
the usual duties of the day on account 
of Melancthon’s dangerous situation, 
with which they deeply sympathized, 
and entreating their united prayers 
during the usual hours of study on his 
behalf ; for he considered it impossi- 
ble he should be able long to struggle 
with his disease, unless nature were 
divinely assisted and supported. Ii 
may easily be believed that this inti- 
mation made a powerful impression 
throughout the University, and that 
all the passages leading to the house 
of this beloved tutor became crowded 
with anxious inquirers. 

Upon being asked by his son-in-law 
if he would have any thing else, hew 


.replied in these emphatic words, 


“ ALIUD NIHIL—NISI C&LUM.” i, e., 
NoTHING ELSE—BUT HEAVEN ! and de- 
sired that he might not be any further 
interrupted. Soon afterwards he made 


‘a similar request, entreating those 


around him who were endeavouring, 
with officious kindness, to adjust his 
clothes, “ not to disturb his delightful 
repose.” After some time his friends 
united with the minister present in 
solemn prayer ; and several passages of 
Scripture, in which he was known a!- 
ways to have expressed peculiar plea- 
sure, were read, such as, “ Let not 
your heart be troubled, ye believe in 
God, believe also in me.” “In my 
Father’s house are many mansions.” 
‘‘ My sheep hear my voice, and I know 
them, and they follow me ;” particu- 
larly the fifth of the Romans, and the 
triumphant. close of the eighth chap- 
ter, commencing, “ If God be for us, 
who can be against us?” Many other 
parts of Scripture were recited, and 
the last word he uttered, was the Ger- 
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man particle of affirmation Ia, in re- 
ply. to Vitus Winshemius, who had 
inquired if he understood him while 
reading. The last motion which his 
friends, who surrounded him to the 
number of at least twenty, could dis- 
cern, was a slight motion of the coun- 
tenance, which was peculiar to him 
when deeply affected with religious 
joy !—* Mark the perfect man, and 
behold the upright, for the end of that 
man is peace.” 

At length, “ in the midst of solemn 
vows and supplications,” at a quarter 
of an hour before seven o’clock in the 
evening of the nineteenth of April, one 
thousand five hundred and sixty, at 
the age of sixty-three years, two 
months and three days, he gently 
breathed his last. No distractions of 
mind, no foreboding terrors of con- 
science agitated this attractive scene. 
His chamber was “ privileged beyond 
the common walks of virtuous life— 
quite in the verge of heaven”—and 
he expired like a wave scarcely curl- 
ing to the evening zephyr of an un- 
clouded summer sky, and gently rip- 
pling to the shore. It was a “ pDE- 
PARTURE”—a “ sLEEP”—* the earthly 
house of this tabernacle was DIssoLv- 
ED !” 

Surely then, “such a pious and 
tranquil removal from a toilsome and 
afflictive life ought to be a subject of 
joy rather than of lamentation, and 
each of us should entreat God, that in 
the possession of a similar peace of 
conscience, firm faith, acknowledg- 
ment of the truth, and ardent devotion 
of mind, he would conduct us from 
our present imprisonment to his eter- 
nal presence.” 

Information of this event was im- 
mediately transmitted to the Elector, 
and means were adopted to bury him 
with suitable circumstances of respect. 
To gratify the anxious crowds who 
were desirous of seeing the body of 
this venerable person, the public were 
permitted for a day and a half after 
his decease to inspect his mortal re- 
mains ; and of the hundreds who avail- 
ed themselves of the opportunity, none 
could resist bestowing an abundant 
tribute of tears upon his beloved me- 
mory. Strangers who had never seen 


him while living, pressed to take a 
view of the yet undeparted symmetry 
of his amiable countenance, and all 
who came were desirous of obtaining 
a pen, a piece of paper, however 
small, on which he had written, or, in 
short, any thing he had used, however 
insignificant in itself, which was scat- 
tered on the floor of the library. 

His remains were placed in a lead- 
en coffin, and deposited close to the 
body of Martin Luther—“ lovely and 
pleasant in their lives, and in their 
death they-were not divided.” A long 
Latin inscription was written on the 
coffin, containing a chronological no- 
tice of the principal circumstances of 
his life. Some of the professors in 
the University attended in funeral 
robes to convey the body to the pa. 
rochial Church, where it was placed 
before the altar, and after the usual 
ceremonies and psalms, Doctor Paul 
Eberus, pastor of the Church at Wit- 
temberg, delivered a funeral discourse; 
after which, the body being removed 
into the centre of the Church, Doctor 
Vitus Winshemius pronounced an ora- 
tion in Latin. The crowd of stu- 
dents, citizens, strangers, and persons 
of every class attracted together to 
witness these solemnities, was never 
exceeded on any occasion within the 
memory of tlie spectators. Among 
the regt were several of the profes. 
sors from the University of Leipsic, 
and many of the nobility, pastors of 
churches and others, from a large vi- 
cinily. 

= 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL- 


Waxn Cyrus, the Persian monarch, 
previously, however, to his advance- 
ment to the Imperial throne, and while 
yet the commander of the united armies 
of Media and Persia, was engaged in 
a war with Croesus, king of Lydia, he 
at length took the king, after besieg- 
ing Sardis, where he was shut'up, and 
resolved on putting him to death by 
burning. For this purpose he pre- 
pared a large pile of wood, and bound 
Creesus on its top. Just as fire was 
about to be put to the pile, Croesus 
cried out, Solon, Solon, Solon, three 
times. Cyrus demanded the reason 
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of this earnest call upon Solon. The 
following facts were related in reply. 
When Solon, 2 wise Athenian philo- 
sopher, was at Sardis, on some occa- 
sion, he obtaihed a social interview 
with king Cresus:—the king, with 
a view to extort from the philosopher 
a compliment on his felicity, made a 
display of his riches and vast posses- 
sions. But instead of applause, the 
philosopher observed, that he could call 
no man happy in this life, because he 
could not foresee what was te befall 
him before his death. The recollec- 
tion of these words, at this serious mo- 
thent, with Croesus, caused him thrice 
to call upon the name of Solon. 
Hearing this story, Cyrus was touch- 
ed with such compassion for the un- 
happy man, that he stopped the exe- 
cution, and ordered him to be taken 
down ;—and for ever after Croesus 
was made a confident and chief coun- 
sellor in all Cyrus’s affairs. 

Happy would it be, if Christians, 
on Christian principles, could view 
temporal possessions like this heathen 
philosopher, and act as if they were 
not to be depended on for happiness, 
and a security against the ills of life. 
Then we might look for greater ar- 
dour in seeking the only true and sub- 
stantial happiness, beyond the limits 
of this life ; and more liberal improve- 
ment of the means which worldly pos, 


sessions afford of promoting the spi-. 


ritual and eternal blessings of reli- 
gion. The true spirit of Christianity 
is calculated to raise the mind above 
the world, so as to view its pursuits 
and enjoyments as vanity, and lighter 
than vanity, when compared witheter- 
nity and happiness above. It is, how- 
ever, a lamentable fact, that many 
Christians, instead of placing their 
greatest affections on things above, 
where they ought to be placed, show 
that their chief concern is here below. 
A very heathen teaches them that this 
is folly. He’could call no man hap- 
py, while he did not know what was 
to befall him. ‘The wretched Cre- 
sus felt this truth, when his posses- 
sions, and honours, and all the append- 
ages of royalty, so far from sooth- 
ing, must have added to his misery. 
But the Christian has promise of an 
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Light and Love. 


‘were to be his misfortunes here. 


89 


inheritance that fadeth not away. 
How, then, must remorse be added to 
disappointment, if he forfeit this by 
criminal neglect ! But how delightful 
will be his reflections, if, when about 
to lose all earthly good, he enjoys the 
sure anticipation of that which is eter- 
nal and unchangeable! How strongl 
is he urged, not only to seek himse 
the true and living :aith, which is es- 
sential to this; but also to consecrate a 
liberal portion of his wealth to extend- 
ing to his fellow-men the knowledge 
and means of this glorious privilege. 

The time is coming, when Solo- 
mon’s words, all is vanity, will be re- 
alized by every individual ; when ~ 
en barriers will be insufficient to kee 
off the agitations of a guilty vote d 
about to quit its earthly tabernacle, 
and appear in the presence of its 
Judge. Let then Christians have at 
least as much reflection as a heathen 
philosopher, who judged that man 
ought not to felicitate himself on his 
possessions, as long ashe knew not a 

t 
them think more of future happiness, 
and devote more of their earthly trea- 
sures to the interests of religion, and 
to extend the borders of that hol and 
apostolic Church, which the Redeem- 
er, at the expense of his atoning blood, 
established to lead them to heaven, 
where is happiness without alloy. In 
this way, riches may procure for them 
crowns of rejoicing,—bliss that shall 
never fade away, but be durable as 
eternity. 

LONG-ISLAND. 


LIGHT AND LOVE. 


Licut is the great source of bless- 
ing in the natural world, love in the 
moral. The exeellencies of both ara 
united in the Divine nature: God is 
light, and God is love. A slavish and 
superstitious fear of God proceeds, 
therefore, from a misapprehension of 
him ; as when the disciples saw Jesus 
walking upon the sea, and knew not 
who it was, they were scared with the 
appearance ; and, therefore, our Lord, 
to take off their fear, only made him- 
self better known to them: J¢ is J, 
says he, be not afraid. 
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90 Baring Botany Bay Ship. 


Baring Botany+Bay Ship. 

(From the Christian Guardian for Jan. 1819.) 
In ths Supplement to the Decem- 
ber number we mentioned the sail- 
ing of this ship, with upwards of 
300 convicts, from the river, having 
on board also the Rev. John Cress, 
an assistant Chaplain for New South 
Wales, with his wife and children; 
the Rev. Mr. Butler, a Clergyman 
belonging to the Church Mission- 
ary Society, and his wife and chil- 
dren; Mr. and Mrs. Kemp; Mr. 
Hall, and two New Zealanders, for 
New Zealand, via Sydney: we 
congratulated our readers on the pro- 
bable accession to the cause of reli- 
gion in our distant settlement, and 
among the Zealanders, by the ser- 
vices of such men as we believe 
them to be, ard we heartily wished 
them a prosperous voyage, and great 
success in their ministry. And now 
we have to communicate, with a 
sorrow chastised with submission, 
and with thankfulness unmixed with 
any alloy, the result of a most nar- 
row escape of the ship and people 
fromdestruction. Shortly after their 
sailing from Sheerness, on the bank, 
near the North Foreland, the vessel 
proaseres | The shock occasioned 
y her position was so violent as to 
move the people off their feet ; and 
the groans of the vessel, in her labo- 
rious conflict between the ground 
and the under-swell, were described 
to us by an ear-witness as most tre- 
mendous; and the tremulous mo- 
tion of the mainmast was indescrib- 
ably affecting to the women and 
children, and brought paleness into 
the countenance of one of those most 
accustomed to the sea. In this jeo- 
pardy they did not continue long, for, 
by the good providence of God, the 
ship touched at the time the flowing 
of the tide had commenced, so that 
by setting sails, and moving the peo- 
ple forward in the ship, the tide 
greatly helping, she launched forth 
into deep water. Till this period 


[No. 3. 


the Rev. Gentlemen felt no con- 
founding alarm; but a quiet and 
tranquil presence of mind, auswer- 
able to the promise, “ As thy day is, 
so shall thy strength be,” kept them 
from sinking while the ship was in 
danger ; but when she floated on the 
bosom of the but now threatening 
Ocean, they felt a sinking, perhaps 
in part from sensations of gratitude, 
and in part from the unbending of 
the nerves, which had been too 
highly stretched before with appre- 
hension, mingled with hope and 
trust in God. The wind continued 
strong, but in their favour, till they 
reached the Downs, off- Deal; and 
the moment they came into ten fa- 
thoms water, the wind of the Lord 
blew strongly in their teeth, and they 
were forced to anchor: this gave 
opportunity for more minute inquiry 
into the state of the hold, and they 
found that the ship was making three 
feet water in twenty-four hours. 
This induced the Captain to land 
and set off post for London, to lay 
the state of the vessel before the 
proper authorities, whose decision 
was to return into Sheerness to re- 
fit. So then the voyage is postpon- 
ed, but the precious lives are saved 


most probably from destruction, for, 


had the wind not prevented, they 
would have proceeded down Chan- 
nel; and, as the ship is deemed not 
sea-worthy, they might have looked 
in vain for any haven but that to 
which the Christians among them 
would have come suddenly and cer- 
tainly, but the unbelievers never. 
But now, who can tell but that ma- 
ny of these lives may, through grace, 
be reserved for salvation work here, 
and the enjoyment of glory here- 
after! The hand of (sod has been 
made manifest in the outset, and we 
trust it will be always viewed and 
owned in the sequel by many on 
board. The account given of the 
care and attention of the Captain, 
the good conduct and promising 
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manners of the convicts, which we 
have received from the best authori- 
ty, afford us a hope that, with this 
warning of the suddenness with 
which they may sink into eternity 
in remembrance, and the kind and 
zealous instruction and prayersof the 
Rev. Gentlemen on board, those 
who go forth as convicts before a 
‘human bar, may, by a higher con- 
viction, be brought to a throne of 
grace, formercy and pardon, through 
our Redeemer’s blood and righte- 
ousness. It is supposed that the 
delay occasioned by this incident 
will not be very long. The reasons 
for the incident itself are in the 
hands of a higher Power, where we 
wish to leave it, knowing that he 
doth all things well. 


Establishment of an Archdeaconry at 
Ceylon. 
(From the Missionary Register for Dec. 1818.) 


Tue following Official Notice, from 
the Colonial Government, has given us 


much pleasure. 
His Royal Highness the Prince 


Majesty, having been pleased, by Let- 
ters Patent under the Great Seal of 
the United Kingdom of Great-Britain 
and Ireland, dated at Westminster, on 
the 27th of September, in the 57th 
year of his Majesty’s reign, and receiv- 
ed in this Colony, to constitute with- 
in his Majesty’s territories in the Is- 
land of Ceylon, an Archdeaconry, to 
be called the Archdeaconry of Colom- 
_ bo, and to be subject, during his Ma- 
jesty’s pleasure, to the Spiritual and 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction of the Bi- 
shop of Calcutta ; and to appoint the 
Honourable and Rev. Thomas James 
Twisleton, Clerk, Master of Arts, to 
be Archdeacon of the Archdeaconry of 
Colombo—the said constitution by his 
Royal Highness, and appointment of 
the Honourable and Reverend Thomas 
James Twisleton to the Aachdeaconry, 
are notified by his Excellency to take 
effect from the first of April current. 

It is also announced, that the Go- 
vernor has appointed the Rev. George 








Natural History of the Boabab. 


Regent, acting in the name of his. 
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Bisset, the second Chaplain to sue- 
ceed the Archdeacon as Senior Colo- 
nial Chaplain, and Principal of 
Schools in Ceylon. 


aa = 
Natural History of the Boabab. 


On the Isle of Sor, to the east, 
cotton and indigo grow naturally, and, 
together with mangoes mimosas, the 
magnificent boabab, or adausoia, the 
elephant of the vegetable kingdom, is 
found. This tree often serves the Ne- 
groes for a dwelling, the construction 
of which costs no further trouble than 
cutting an opening in the side to serve 
as a door, and taking out the very 
soft pith which fills the inside of the 
trunk. ‘The tree, far from being in- 
jured by this operation, seems even to 
derive more vigour from the fire 
which is lighted in it, for the purpose 
of drying the sap by carbonizing it. 
In this state it almost always happens 
that the bark, instead of ferming a 
ridge at the edge of the wound, as 
happens in some trees in Europe, con- 
tinues to grow, and at length covers 
the whole inside of the tree, generally 
without any wrinkles, and thus pre- 
sents the astonishing spectacle of an 
immense tree recompleted in its orga- 
nization, but having the form of an 
enormous hollow cylinder; or rather 
a vast arborescent wall, bent into a 
circular form, and having its sides suf- 


. ficiently wide asunder to let you enter 


into the space which it encloses. If 
casting your eyes on the immense 
dome of verdure which forms the sum- 
mit of this rural palace, we see a 
swarm of birds, adorned with the rich- 
est colours, sporting on its foliage, 
such asroilers with a sky blue plu- 
mage, senegallis of a crimson colour, 
and souimanga, shining with gold and 
azure ; if advancing under the vault, 
we find flowers of dazzling whiteness, 
hanging on every side; and if in the 
centre of the retreat, an old man and 
his family, a young mother and her 
child meet the eye; what a crowd of 
delicious ideas is aroused at this mo- 
ment !—The leaves, when dried, ara. 
converted into the powder lalo, with 
which the natives season almust all 
their food. They employ the roots 
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medicinally inwardly,and its gummy 
bark for disorders in the breast,— 
they make cataplasms of the parenchy- 
ma of the trunk for cutaneous dis- 
eases,—they use the pulp of its fruit as 
an astringent beverage,—they regale 
themselves with its almonds,—they 
smoke the calyx of its flowers instead 
of tobacco,—and often by dividing in- 
to two parts the globular capsules, and 
leaving the long woody stalk fixed to 
one of the halves, which become dry 


and hard, they make a large spoon or 
ladle. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN JOURNAL. 


On the Misapplication of certain 
Terms. 

Worps are no otherwise important 
than as they are the signs of ideas. 
The connexion between the two, has, 
in but very few instances, any founda- 
tion in nature. It is merely arbitra- 
ry. By this, however, it is not to be 
understood that every man has aright 
to assign to words any sense he pleases. 
To avoid endless perplexity and mis- 
understanding, it is obviously necessa- 
ry that there be a general consent in 

is particular. In some cases the 
derivation of a word is sufficiently 
evident to control this. In others, it 
should be governed by the authority of 
standard writings; or where their 
decisions are not given, general usage. 

I ‘ya to submit a few remarks 
on the very prevalent misapplication 
of certain religious terms. The Scrip- 
tures, and the Liturgy of the Protest- 
ant Episcopal Church, are the stand- 
ards by which the use of these terms 
shall be tested; they being supposed 
to be acknowledged by the reader as 
competent authority. 


CATHOLIC. 


This word is derived from two 
Greek words, which signify of the 
whole. From its etymology, there- 
fore, we collect its evident meaning 
to be universal. It no where occurs 
in the text of Scripture. The word 
translated “at all,” in Acts iv. 18, is 
from the same original, and obviously 
conveys the idea of universal restric- 


tion. The Epistles of St. James, St. 


ENo. 3, 


Peter, St. John, and St Jude, are 
termed in their superscriptions, Catho- 
lic, or, as it is in our translation, Ge. 


neral Epistles. The learned differ in 
assigning the cause for this. One 
opinion is, that as (with the exception 
of the short Epistles of St. John) they 
were not addressed to converts in par- 
ticular places, but generally; they 
were, therefore, termed Catholic. 
Others are of opinion, that as the first 
Epistle of St. Peter, and the first of 
St. John, were, from the beginning, 
universally received as authentic, and 
doubts were entertained of the remain- 
der of these seven Epistles, the form- 
er were termed Catholic; and that 
the name was afterwards applied to 
them all, when the claims of the 


others to genuineness had been fully | 


examined, and universally approved. 

In both these sentiments, we per- 
ceive the same signification of the 
word in question. 

Where it occurs in the Liturgy, 
there can be no doubt of its retainin 
the same meaning. In the Apostle’s 
Creed, we profess belief in “ the Holy 
Catholic Church ;” and in the Nicene 
Creed, in “ one Catholic and Aposto- 
lic Church.” In the visitation of the 
sick, there is a prayer for “ all pre- 
sent at the visitation,” that they may 
die “ in the communion of the Catho- 
lic Church.” It is obvious that there 
is here meant what is expressed in the 

rayer for all conditions of men, the 
itany, and the prayer in the commu- 
nion for the whole state of Christ’s 
Church, by the expression, “ Univer- 
sal Church.” This, again, is explain- 
ed by the X1Xth Article. “ The 
visible Church of Christ is a cangre- 
gation of faithful men, in the which 
the pure word of God is preached, and 
the sacraments be duly administered, 
according to Christ’s ordinance, in 
all those things that, of necessity, are 
requisite to the same.” | 

All, then, who come under this de- 
finition, belong tothe Catholic Church. 
But by a very prevalent misapplica- 
tion of that term, it is made, in a vast 
majority of cases, to convey a very 
different idea. It is claimed by a por- 
tion, and a very corrupt portion, of 


the Christian world, as peculiarly de- 
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signating their character. The claim 
is virtually allowed by most other 
Ghristians. Of the claim, I will now 
say nothing further, than that if they 
who advance it are sincerely of opi- 
nion that others have forfeited their 
title to it, they have a right to cha- 
ritable allowance for the error. In 
the sanctioning of the claim by others, 
lies the greatest evil. It is doing in- 
justice to the cause of Christ ; by vir- 
tually allowing that a portion of his 
followers, who, we honestly think, 
have very essentially departed from 
the purity of his religion, compose 
his whole (Catholic) Church. It is 
doing injustice to those Christians 
or, Hi thrown off the corruptions 
of the Church of Rome ; by virtually 
admitting that they thus severed them- 
selves from the Catholic or Universal 
Church of Christ. It is doing injus- 
tice to the standards of the Protestant 
Episcopal Church, by placing her 
language at variance with that gene- 
rally received ; and subjecting it to 


- being misunderstood, or perverted. 


The religious denomination which 
assumes the term in question, as spe- 
cially its right, should be distinguish- 
ed, as all others are, by titles arising 
out of its peculiarities ; as the Church 
of Rome, the Roman, or Romish 

hurch, as designating the local cen- 
tre of its influence and authority; or 
the Papal Church, as indicative of the 
constitution of its ministry, and thus 
upon the same footing with the terms 
Episcopal, Presbyterian, and Congre- 
gational: but ought not to be encou- 
raged in claiming the term Cathulic, 
to which all are entitled who come 
under the definition of the 19th arti- 
cle above quoted. Romanists, or Pa- 

ists, should, upon the same principle, 
the term used to designate the 
members of that Church. 

The expression Roman Catholic, 
is hardly less censurable than the lat- 
ter word simply. It implies a con- 
tradiction. Let its form be changed 
into Roman Universal, and this will 
at once appear, If it be said that the 
expression may be considered ellip- 
tical, and denoting the same as the 
Roman branch of the Universal 
Church, it is still liable to the objec- 
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tions above stated, by conceding, in 
common usage, the term Catholic to 
this one denomination, to the exclu- 
sion of all others. No one thinks of 
saying English Catholic, Danish Ca- 
tholic, Swedish Catholic, &c. yet 
these terms ought to be used, in jus- 
tice to Protestant churches, if Roman 
Catholic is used in compliment to the 
Papal Church. 

emarks on some other misapplied 
terms, it is proposed to submit here- 
after. N. L. K. 








Cyrus anp TIGRANES. 


Cyrus had taken the wife of Tig- 
ranes, and asking him what he would 
give to save her from servitude? He 
replied, all that he had in the world, 
and his own life into the bargain. Cy- 
rus, upon this, very generously restor- 
ed her, and pardoned what had pass- 
ed. All were full of his praises upon 
this occasion ; some commending the 
accomplishments of his mind, others 
those of his person. “‘oranes asked 
his wife whether she di. >t greatly ad- 
mire him? “I never looked at him,” 
said she. “ Not look at him!” re- 
turned he; “ upon whom then did 
you look?” “ Upon him,” replied 
she, “ who offered his own life to re- 
deem me from slavery.” * 

This charming example should be 
copied into our behaviour in the houss 
of God ; where we should behold and 
contemplate the beauties and perfec- 
tions of that blessed Person alone, 
who actually did give his life a ran. 
som for us. 


—_naEme 


A MORNING HYMN ON EASTER-DAX. 
BY BISHOP HORNE. 


Hank! the shrill herald of the morn 
— the sons of men to warn, 
nd bids them all arise, 
To celebrate his great renown, 
Who sends the light refulgent down, 
To bless our longing eyes. 
At this the fainting shadows die, 
The pow’rs of darkness swiftly fly 
Before the morning star; 
Pale trembling murder dares not stay, 
And fiends, abash’d at sight of day, 
Back to their den repair. 


* Tis this the weary sailor cheers, 
Who now no more the tempest hears, 
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94 Widow of Nain. 


Which morning bids to cease: 
© come that day-spring from on high, 
When discord shall with darkness fly, 
And all be light and peace! 


®T was this that drew repentant tears 

From Peter, led by worldly fears 
His master to disown ; 

Warn’d by the monitor of day, 

He cast the works of night away, 

And sought th’ abjured sun. 


Whene’er the bird of dawning crows, 
He tells us all how Peter rose, 

And mark’d us out the road; 
That each disciple might begin, 
Awake, like him, from sleep and sin, 

To think betimes on God. 

Smote by the eye that looks on all, 
Let us, obedient to the call, 

Arise to weep and pray ; 

Till mournful, as on sin we muse, 
Faith, like an angel, tells the news, 
* The Lord is ris’n to-day !” 





——-— 


THE WIDOW OF NAIN. 


* since he is gone 

* 1 usk no earthly hope—be thou, 

* Oh Israel’s God! my portion now : 

« And, when the pangs of memory prey 
€On my cold heart, be Thou my stay, 

* And teach my sinking soul to say, 


* ft is the Lord—His will be done,’ 


She ceased—upon the green hill’s brow 
A cloud of dust was gathering now: 
Hark! through the light air echoing loud 
‘The murmurs of a mingled crowd. 
Onward the tumult rolls—’tis near—~ 
They listen, mute with breathless fear : 
Is it the lordly Roman’s car? 

The pomp and pageantry of war : 
Where Zion’s sons must swell the train, 
Of foes their inmost souls disdain ? 

Or those bold warriors—wild, yet free-— 
The rebel bands of Galilee ? 

No—they are brethren—and that ery 

Is the glad shout of vietory : 

“Lis high Hosanna’s loud acclaim, 

Lis royal David’s honoured name. 

And now they wind the steep descent— 
The glance, in swift inquiry bent, 
Wandered o’er all, but fixed on one— 
Cireled by numbers, yet alone. 

Robed in the garb of poverty, 

Nor kimg, nor priest, nor warrior he; 
Yet—why they know not—in his mien 
A latent loftiness was seen: 

4 more than mortal majesty, 

‘Chat daunted while it fixed the eye. 





The countless throng that round him pressed, 


‘lo him their songs of praise addressed ; 

Not thus had Abram’s seed adored, 

A heathen chief—an earthty lord. 

‘They eome—they meet—but, ere they past 
One gracions, pitying look he east 

On that pale mourner—marked her tear, 
And bade her ‘weep not ;’—to the bier 

}fe turned---but, ere he spoke his will, 
b.sch trembled with a sudden thrill 

©! conscious awe—the train stood still! 


‘the mountier—speechless and amazed, 
Ju that mysterious stranger gazed. 


If young he were, ‘twas only seen 
From lines that told what once had been ;— 
As if the withering hand of Time 
Had smote him ere he reached his prime. 
The bright rose on his cheek was faded ; 
His pale fair brow with sadness shaded— 
Yet through the settled sorrow there 

A conscious grandeur flashed—which told 

Unswayed by man, anti uncontrolled, 
Himself had deigned their lot to share, 
And borne—because he willed to bear. 
Whate’er his being, or his birth, 
His soul had never stooped to earth; 
Ner mingled with the meaner race, 
Who shared or swayed his dwelling place: 
But high—mysterious—and unknown, 
Held converse with itself alone: 
And yet the look that could depress 
Pride to its native nothingness ; 
And bid the specious boaster shun 
‘The eye he dared not gaze upon, 
Superior love did still reveal— 
Not such as man for man may feel— 
No—all was passionless and pure— 

‘That godlike majesty and woe, - 
Which counts it glory to endure— 

And knows, nor hope, nor fear below ; 
Nor aught that still to earth can bind, 
But love and pity for mankind. 


_ And in his eye a radiance shone— 


Oh! how shall mortal dare essay, 

On whom no prophet’s vest is thrown, 
To paint that pure celestial ray ? 

Mercy, and tenderness, and love, 

And all that finite sense can deem 

Of him who reigns enthroned above ;— 
Light—such as blest Isaiah’s dream, 

When to the awe-struck Prophet’s eyes, 

God bade the star of Judah rise— 

There heaven in living lustre glowed— 

‘There shone the Saviour—there the God. 

Oh ye—to whom the dying Lord 

Your sorrows—not his own—deplored : 

Thou, on whose guil. the Saviour cast 

A look of mercy—’twas his last : 

Ye—who beheld when Jesus died, 

Say ye—for none can tell beside, 

How matchless grace, and love divine, 

In that immortal glance would shine. 

And she too felt and owned its power 

‘To soothe in that despairing hour; 

Her pulse beat quick and to her heart 

A ray of rapture seemed to dart :-— 

The cloud that hung upon her brow 

Wore off—and all was comfort now ;— 

And why ? she thought not on the dead— 

Her sight on Him was riveted, 

Whose look such peace and glory shed :— 

So the wan captive, o’er whose cell 

No solitary sunbeam fell ; 

When years and years have lingered by, 

Restored to light and liberty, 

Fixes his first enraptured gaze 

Upon the bright sun’s living rays. 

6 Short space he stood’—his litted eyes 
To heaven a moment raised—he spoke— 
These words the solemn silence broke: 

* Young man, I say to thee, arise!’ 


Where is thy victory, oh Death ? 
A nobler, mightier arm than thine 
Tas shook the dark abodes beneath, 
And bade the grave her prey resign. 
Jesus, thy victor and thy Lord, 
Has rent thy once resistless sword : 
Fell tyrant of the fatal brow, 
Where are thy vaunted triumphs now > 
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He moves—he breatheshe lives—he wakes— 
Swift as the vivid lightning breaks 
Through the black tempest’s murky night, 
His eye unclosed to life and light ; 
‘The crimson to his pale cheek rushed— 
To his cold heart the life-Llood gushed, 
And circled quick through every vein, 
And waked the fluttering pulse again. 
Round his closed lips—still uneffaced 
Had fixed the smile with which he died ; 
Death’s marble look so well it graced, 
One only charm seemed still denied--- 
*T was life---and what are all beside? 
Where is that mortal paleness fled ? 
Is that the cold smile of the dead? 
Away! thou ‘ busy fiend’ Despair, 
” Tis life itself that kindles there. 
Tis life! by that almighty word 
His mortal being is restored, 
And reason flashes to his brain, 
And mind and memory wake again. 
Whate’er in other worlds he saw, 
an knows not---none can ever know--= 
But peace---and joy---and holy awe 
Still lightened lingering on his brow, 
And o’er his face a lustre shed--- 
Not of the living, or the dead. 
* Where am I? whither are ye fled 
‘ Fair visions of celestial light, 
* That seem’d to hover o’er my head, 
* Oh! bear me with you in your flight. 
€ Can this be earth---and must I deem 
* ?T was all an unsubstantial dream ? 
**'Tis strange---light faded from mine eve, 
* And on my brow such darkness fell 
* As none have ever lived to tell. 
* That last mysterious agony 
€ Which throbs---and man has ceased to be: 
* The frame is clay---the soul is free. 
*I deemed this change had passed on me, 
* And my light spirit soared on high, 
* I know not where---from memory 
* All passed with life’s returning breath ;--- 
£ Yet still I feel if such be death, 
‘Tis blessedness to die. 
* But speak--what means this sable bier, 
* This funeral train---whenee came I here? 
* Ha! thou too, mother---thou so near 
* And I beheld thee not--- * : 
7 . 


Did Nature’s last convulsive thrill 
Press heavy on her beating brow, 
That gentle voice had soothed her still--- 
And yet she hears not---heeds not now--- 
She heard in hope, and holy dread, 
The awful words that raised the dead: 
She saw the spirit kindle o’er 
His pale eold cheek---she saw no more--- 
Rushed she not forth to clasp her son? 
No! to that high and holy One, 
Urged with resistless zeal slie turned, 
Her breast with strong emotions burned--- 
As lowly at his feet she knelt, 
Well might her throbbing bosom melt 
With faith and love, til! now unfelt : 
*T was God himself she gazed upon. 
Her favoured soul was given to see, 
The pure incarnate Deity, 
And speech, and sight, and spirit failed 
Refore the Godhead, though ’twas vailed. 
Burning with gratitude and love, 
For utterance long in vain she strove : 
At length she spoke---" My God! my Lord! 
* Oh! for that merey all diyine 
* Which deigned to visit guilt like mine, 
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‘ Forever be thy name adored. 
‘ To thee let ransomed Zion bow, , 
‘ Her King, her promised Saviour, Thou! 


}—____} 
Lorp LyTTLeron. 


Lorp Lyrtteton died 1773, a firm 
believer in the Christian religion. 
Genuine faith in Christ is essential te 
our happiness in the present state, and 


in that which is to come. To give: 


credit to his testimony, imbibe his 
spirit, rely on his righteousnessy and 
obey his commands; these form the 
Christian character. How many, how- 
ever, call theniselves Christians, and 
yet are strangers to these principles; 
and alas ! how many are disposed to re- 


ject the whole system of Christianity, 


although they have never closely ex- 
amined its evidences. Let not, how- 
ever, the humble inquirer despond ; 
the enemies to Christianity may en- 
deavour to throw objections in the 
way; but light shall increase; and 
truth shall be found by all who sin- 
cerely seek her. “ When I first set 
out in the world (said Lord Lyttleton 
to his physician in his Jast illess) I 
had friends who endeavoured to siag- 
ger my belief in the Christian reli- 
gion, but I kept my mind open to con- 
viction. The evidences and doctrines 
of Christianity studied with atten- 
tion, made me a most firm and per- 
suaded believer of the Christian reli- 
gion. I have made it the rule of my 
life, and it isthe ground of my future 
hope.” His Lordship’s Treatise on 
the Conversion of the Apostle Paul is 
unanswerable. 
;—— —__, _____] 
Conression or Lorp Rocnkster. 


ANTHENAGORAS, a famous Athenian 
philosopher, had entertained so unfa- 
vourable an opinion of the Christiana 
religion, that he was determined to 
write against it ; but upon.an intimate 
inquiry into the facts on which it was 
supported, in the course of his collect- 
ing materials for his intended publi- 
cation, he was convinced by the blaze 
of evidence in its favour, and turned 
his designed invective into an elabo- 
rate apology, which is still in being. 
Even the most profligate infidels have 
been brought at last to own the truth 
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of Christianity. What a confession 
is thatof Lord Rochester: “If God,” 
says he, “ should spare me a little 
longer time here, I hope to bring glo- 
ry to his name, proportionably to the 
dishonour I have done to him in my 
whole past life, and particularly by 
my endeavours to convince others, 
and to assure them of the danger of 
their condition, if they continued im- 
penitent, and to tell how graciously 
God hath dealt with me.” 





Ordination.—At an ordination held on 
Sunday, March 14, atChrist Church, Phi- 
ladelphia, by the Right Rev. Bishop White, 
Bird Wilson, A. M. of Pennsylvania, and 
Wijliam Wilson, A. B. of South-Carolina, 
were admitted to the holy order of Dea- 
cons. 


F —Sa 
OBITUARY. 


COMMUNICATED. 

“ We talk of heaven, we talk of hell, 

But what we mean, no tongue can tell; 

Heaven is a place where angels are, 

And hell the chaos of despair; 

Yet what those awful words imply, 

None of us know until we die.” 

Diep, at Charleston, on a journey 
for his health, the Rev. Witi1am H. 
Norraror, a Deacon of this Diocess. 
He was ordained by the Right Rev. 
Bishop Hopart, on Trinity Sunday, 
June Ist, 1817, in St. Paul’s Chapel, 
New-York. Immediately after, by 
the recommendation of the Bishop, 
he took charge of the parish of St. 
Peter’s Church, in Auburn. Here, 
by an intense application to study, 
aud diligent discharge of parochial du- 
ties, he induced a consumptive dis- 
ease, which terminated in dissolution. 
A young man, dear to his parents and 
friends, dear to the congregation who 
had been blessed with his ministerial 
Jabours, and dear to the Church in 
general, he will long be remembered 
and lamented. Seldom have we been 
called to notice so promising a flower 
in the Church, blighted before it was 
full blown—possessing genius, educa- 
tidn, and talents, which fitted him for 
usefulness, he adorned them by a piety 
and virtue, surpassed by that of few 
of the same age. Well instructed 
in the principles of the Church, and 
under the most thorough conviction 
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of their accordance with the Gospel, 
he was scrupulously exact in the ob- 
servance of her requisitions, and in 
the respect and reverence due to her 
constituted authorities. He had a 
solidity and firmness of character, 
highly becoming the sacred office. As 
a man, he was respected and beloved, 
because amiable and sincere; and as 
a Christian minister, faithful, circum- 
spect, and exemplary. He is gone. 

hus doth the providence of God, in 
wisdom which we cannot comprehend, 
see fit to take from us the young as 
well asthe aged. And thus, “ in the 
midst of life we are in death.” Bless- 
ed are those who, in “ the commu- 
nion of the Catholic Church,” are 
met by death “in the confidence of a 
certain faith, in the comfort of a rea- 
sonable, religious, and holy hope, in fa- 
vour with God, and in perfect charity 
with the world.” In such a state, we 
trust, the subject of these remarks, 
oe the present for a better 

re. 

Drrp, in Maryland, the Rev. Wr- 
L1aM Duncan, Rector of Allhallows, 
Anne-Arundel, in that Diocess. 


Drep, on the 5th March, at the Island of 


St. Thomas (where he went for the benefit | 


of his health) Dr. Joan C. Osponn, late of 
this city. He was a native of Middletown, 
inthe state of Connecticut, where his fa- 
ther, an eminent physician, still lives.— 
Early in life, after having received his edu- 
cation under his father’s care and direction, 
he settled at Newbern, N.Carolina, where, 
for many years, he practised physic very 
extensively, and with distinguished repu- 
tation. From Newbern he removed to this 
city, where he soon became equally emi- 
nent, and was universally considered as 
among the most:learned and skilful mem- 
ber of the profession. In addition to a 
very thorough acquaintance with medical 
science, he possessed an extensive know- 
ledge of general science and literature ; 
and he may be considered as ranking high 
among the respectable scholars in our 
country. Few men have been more esteem- 
ed by their friends, or respected for their 
talents and learning. Daily Adv. 
——— 
TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





An anonymous piece, occasioned by the 
Essay on “‘ The Kiss of Charity,” in our 
last number, is received, and under con- 
sileration. 

The piece which we are requested to 
reprint from a Philadelphia newspaper, 
shall appear in our next. 











